CHEMIST* 

DRUGGIST 


the  newsweekly  for  pharmacy 


March  4, 1989 


LAB  PRODUCTS 

are 

front  page  news 

The  products  of  LAB  continue  to  make  headlines  for 
their  efficacy,  quality  and  competitive  pricing. 


HRLVCITROl 

VITAMIN  EMULSION 
Halibut  liver  oil  with  a 
delicious  orange  flavour 


Koladex 

Pick-me-up  tablets 
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Labiton  Kola  Tonic  and  Koladex  Tablets  help  restore  and 
maintain  vigour,  energy  and  alertness. 
Halycitrol  the  highly  palatable  orange-flavoured  vitamin 
supplement. 

Cerumol  Ear  Drops  for  the  loosening  and  removal  of  ear  wax. 
Monphytol  colourless  brush-on  lotion  goes  deep  to  the  site  of 
infection  in  athlete's  foot. 

Labosept  Pastilles  for  bacterial  and  fungal  infections  of  the 
mouth  and  throat. 

Stock  the  LAB  range  and  be  sure  of  satisfied  customers. 
Laboratories  for  Applied  Biology  Ltd,  91  Amhurst  Park,  London,  N16  5DR.  Telephone  01-800  2252 
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Injection  comfort  is  the  first  concern  of  patients  who  use  insulin  every  day.  That's 
why  B-D  insulin  syringes  are  more  recommended  by  hospital  doctors  and  nurses  than 
any  other,  and  why  9  out  of  1 0  patients  prefer  them. 

Only  B-D  insulin  syringes  have  the  unique  Micro-Fine  III  needle,  made  from  the 
finest  28  gauge  tempered  steel.  We  fine  machine  every  tip  with  a  special  finishing 
process.  Then  finally  we  add  a  delicate  film  of  micro-bonded  lubricant.  Quite  simply, 
it  means  that  by  dispensing  B-D  insulin  syringes,  your  customers  get  the  smoothest 
injection  possible. 

We  also  offer  a  nationwide  support  service  to  any  insulin  user  needing  practical 
advice  on  diabetes  care.  Every  week,  more  patients  are  finding  that  there's  a  lot  we  can 
do  to  help.  Because  at  B-D  we  look  after  their  quality  of  life,  just  as 
our  Micro  Fine  III  needles  look  after  their  skin  We're  NO.1  bCCaUSC  patients  put  COmfort  fir! 


DICKINSON    Between  Towns  Road,  Cowley,  Oxford  OX4  3LY 


Available  in  1ml  or  V2ml  sizes,  in  packs  of  10. 

B-D  and  Micro-Fine  are  trademarks  of  Becton  Dickinson  and  Company 
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The  spectre  of  counterfeit  drugs  was  raised  in  a  number  of 
quarters  last  week.  Pharmacists  have  now  seen  the 
"trickledown"  theory  of  information  dissemination 
working  at  its  best  —  or  worst. 

.  Pharmacists  could  have  been  alerted  about  the  possible 
presence  in  the  UK  distribution  chain  of  packs  of  20  Zantac 
tablets,  which  appear  to  be  of  Greek  origin,  but  which  were 
not  made  by  Glaxo. 

They  probably  received  a  letter  from  Glaxo,  whose  Glaxo 
Greece  batch  number  A0458,  which  appears  on  authentic 
Zantac  imports,  has  been  used  fraudulently  on  the 
counterfeits.  They  might  have  seen  the  Department  of 
Health's  warning  to  the  head  of  the  Royal  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Law  Department  tucked  away  in  the  prescription 
products  section  of  the  PJ.  They  might  even  have  received 
a  letter  from  their  parallel  import  supplier,  sent  out  after  the 
DoH's  request  to  recall  all  stocks.  Arid  then  again,  the  first 
pharmacists  might  have  heard  of  the  problem,  along  with  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association's  information 
department,  and  Chemist  &  Druggist  for  that  matter,  is  the 
front  page  lead  story  of  The  Times  last  Thursday. 

Now  it  may  well  be  that  the  Times  story  has  elevated  the 


"recall"  to  a  height  not  warranted  by  the  nature  of  the 
product.  C&D  investigations  this  week  show  it '  'was  or  was 
not  available"  in  the  UK  at  some  period  last  year.  In  all 
probability,  it  has  long  gone,  if  it  was  ever  here  in  the  first 
place.  It  apparently  contained  the  right  active  ingredient  in  the 
right  dose  but  with  increased  levels  of  an  '  'impurity' '  although 
the  Licensing  Authority  had  no  evidence  the  product  was  a 
hazard  to  patients. 

But  counterfeiting  is  a  serious  issue  and  unlikely  to  go 
away.  It  is  also  one  which  worries  patients  when  they  see 
"fear  of  fake  ulcer  drug  sold  in  Britain"  headlines  —  and 
pharmacists. 

Yet  again  pharmacists  have  been  sold  short  on  what  they 
need  to  know  to  advise  the  public  fully  and  correctly.  The 
Department  apparently  does  not  know  who  has  been  selling 
the  product,  or  it  would  have  said  so,  and,  we  hope, 
prosecuted  them.  And  vague  talk  of '  'impurities"  is  insulting 
to  the  pharmacist's  training  in  formulation. 

There  are  no  winners  in  this  situation.  Pharmacists  cannot 
give  customers  answers,  the  legitimate  importers  are 
damned  along  with  their  brown  paper  bag  counterparts,  and 
Glaxo 's  product  is  damned  by  inference.  We  deserve  better. 
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GPs  negative 


NEWS 


Co-op  win  'relocation' 
compensation 


A  Leicestershire  Family 
Practitioner  Committee  was 
wrong  to  refuse  to  compensate 
National  Co-operative  Chemists 
Ltd  when  the  company  closed  one 
shop  and  opened  another  in 
Barwell  High  Street,  Leicester,  a 
High  Court  judge  ruled  on 
Monday. 

Mr  Justice  Roch  granted  the 
Manchester-based  company  a 
court  order  quashing  the  FPC's 
decision  taken  in  September 
1987,  that  they  were  not  entitled 
to  compensation. 

After  a  rival  chemist  set  up  in 
Barwell  High  Street,  National  Co- 
op decided  to  close  their  business 
at  6A  and  open  another  at  a  more 
competitive  position  at  50-54  High 
Street,  said  the  judge. 

They  claimed  they  were 


A  pilot  study  on  blood  cholesterol 
testing  in  community  pharmacies 
is  likely  to  go  ahead  despite  plans 
to  give  GPs  incentive  payments  to 
encourage  health  promotion. 

The  study,  run  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  in 
conjunction  with  Boehringer 
Corporation  (London)  Ltd,  is  due 
to  start  this  month  using  two 
Reflotron  testing  systems  in  five 
cities  {C&D,  January  28,  pl22). 

Last  week,  Health  Secretary 
Kenneth     Clarke  outlined 

Welsh  on 
guard  for 
bombs 

Community  pharmacists  in  Wales 
are  on  their  guard  against  bomb 
attacks  following  a  declaration  by 
Meibion  Glyndwr  (The  Sons  of 
Glyndwr)  that  they  see  English 
businesses  as. legitimate  targets. 

Last  week  a  drug  store  in 
Moelfre,  on  the  North  coast  of 
Anglesey,  was  attacked. 
According  to  the  local  police  Press 
office,  a  suspicious  package  was 
taken  out  of  the  shop  after  it  was 
noticed  by  an  assistant  and  later 
detonated. 

A  warning  has  been  given  that 


entitled  to  the  payment  under  the 
new  contract  compensation 
arrangements. 

The  FPC  refused  on  the 
grounds  that  the  company  was 
undertaking  a  minor  relocation 
which  did  not  fall  within  the 
scheme,  which  was  run  on  a 
discretionary  basis.  The 
company's  chief  executive 
candidly  stated  in  his  written 
evidence  that  the  withdrawal 
payment  of  £23,269  would  cover 
the  cost  of  converting  the  new 
premises  at  50-54,  said  the  judge. 

In  his  judgment,  the  purpose 
to  which  the  money  would  be  put 
was  irrelevant,  the  judge  said.  In 
any  case  there  were  far  worse 
uses  for  a  withdrawal  payment 
than  the  fitting  out  of  a  new 
pharmacy  and  the  improvement  of 


Government  proposals  to  change 
the  remuneration  system  and 
terms  of  service  for  GPs.  GPs  will 
be  expected  to  provide  regular 
check-ups  for  their  patients, 
which  means  giving  good  advice 
on  keeping  well  and  avoiding 
future  health  problems,  he  said. 
New  target  payments  will  be 
introduced  to  encourage  GPs  to 
provide  improved  childhood 
immunisation  services  and 
cervical  cancer  screening.  He 
envisaged  that  more  GPs  would 
run  clinics  for  a  range  of  health 


people  should  not  touch  any 
suspicious  packages,  but  should 
noitify  the  police  who  will  then  deal 
with  the  problem. 

Community  pharmacist 
Robert  Gartside  was  evacuated 
from  his  home  above  his  Llanberis 
pharmacy  recently,  when  a  21b 
petrol  bomb  was  discovered  in  the 
sports  shop  next  door. 

He  told  Chemist  &  Druggist 
that  local  people  were  moved 
out  at  about  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  '  'I  spent  the  rest  of  the 
night  on  somebody's  couch,"  he 
said. 

Gwynedd  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee 
chairman  Richard  Thomas  told 
Chemist  &  Druggist  ihat  there  did 
not  appear  to  be  any  popular 
support  for  the  bombings  or  any 
anti-English  feeling  among  local 
people. 


a  business.  The  payment  was 
mandatory,  not  discretionary,  if 
the  company  was  eligible  under 
the  requirements  of  the  scheme. 

In  his  judgment,  National  Co- 
op had  satisfied  these 
requirements:  they  had  been  in 
contract  with  the  FPC  during  the 
qualifying  period;  they  had 
dispensed  less  than  16,000  items 
in  the  financial  year  1985-86;  they 
were  still  in  contract  with  the  FPC 
on  the  date  of  application,  and  they 
had  returned  their  NHS  pharmacy 
contract  on  their  withdrawal  from 
the  list. 

He  ordered  the  FPC  to  pay  75 
per  cent  of  National  Co-op's 
costs. 

The  result  will  be  put  to  the  full 
FPC  before  a  decision  on  an 
appeal  is  made. 


promotion  activities. 

The  GPs'  terms  of  service  will 
in  future  set  out  more  specifically 
what  is  expected  of  a  family  doctor 
in  contract  with  the  NHS.  Health 
promotion  and  disease  prevention 
—  not  previously  stated  in  specific 
terms  —  will  be  made  a  clear 
requirement  of  the  contract. 

A  PSNC  spokesman  told  C&D 
he  did  not  envisage  a  change  in  the 
Committee's  policy  on  cholesterol 
testing.  Even  if  doctors  were  paid, 
patients  might  still  wish  to  use 
pharmacies  for  this  sendee. 


A  doctor  lost  his  appeal  last  week, 
against  a  court  ruling  that  his  bad 
handwriting  on  a  prescription  was 
partly  to  blame  for  irreversible 
brain  damage  suffered  by  a 
patient,  who  was  dispensed  the 
wrong  drug. 

London  GP  Dr  Stuart  Miller 
had  asked  the  Court  of  Appeal  to 
overturn  a  High  Court  judgment 
last  March,  that  he  was  25  per 
cent  liable  for  the  £139,147 
damages  awarded  to  former 
building  worker  James 
Prendergast,  59,  of  Shepherds 
Bush,  London. 

Pharmacist  Peter  Kozary  and 
the  former  pharmacy  owners  Sam 


on  NHS  plans ; 

Only  half  of  100  GPs  questioned  I 
believe  that  the  new  White  Paper  I 
proposals  will  result  in  any  I 
benefits  for  patients,  doctors  or  I 
the  NHS. 

The  survey,  conducted  by  I 
Taylor  Nelson  Research  I 
immediately  after  the  White  I 
Paper's  release,  showed  that  24  I 
per  cent  of  GPs  agreed  the  I 
proposals  would  benefit  the  NHS,  | 
14  per  cent  predicted  benefits  to 
patients  and  13  per  cent  benefits 
to  doctors. 

The  setting  up  of  an  NHS 
management  executive, 
budgeting  GPs  on  prescribing 
costs  and  threats  of  financial 
penalties  for  high  spenders,  was 
particularly  unwelcome,  although 
the  latter  two  were  seen  as  a 
benefit  to  the  NHS. 

Over  two-thirds  of  GPs 
disagreed  with  the  Government- 
derived  statements:  "GPs  have 
no  direct  interest  in  the  cost  of 
drugs  they  prescribe"  (67  per 
cent)  and  "The  proposals  will 
make  the  NHS  more  user 
friendly"  (69  per  cent).  Almost 
a  third  agreed   that  "The'] 
proposals  will  make  the  health* 
service  more  competitive"! 
compared  with  40  per  cent  who! 
disagreed. 

The  report  is  available  (£250)1 
from  Tavlor  Nelson  Research  (tel:| 
03727  29688). 

■  The  launch  of  the  White! 

Paper,  "Working  for  Patients"! 
cost  £1.25  million,  said  Kenneth] 
Clarke,  Secretary  for  Health,  last! 
week.  HMSO  would  bear  the! 
publication  cost  of  the  White; 
Paper  and  its  eight  working 
papers  but  copies  bought  foil 
distribution  by  the  Department  oi  i  I 
Health  cost  £35,675  and  about!  I 
£65,000  respectively. 


&  Dee  Ltd,  of  which  he  was  I 
director,  were  held  75  per  cer 
liable. 

Lord  Justice  Dillon,  sittinl 
with  Lord  Justices  Ralph  Gibsol 
andWoolf,  said:  "Dr  Miller  wrotl 
the  prescription  in  ink  an 
everyone  agrees  that  it  could  havfc 
been  written  much  more  clearljg 
Mr  Kozary  misread  Amoxil  cl 
Daonil.  The  High  Court  judge,  IVl 
Justice  Auld,  was  right  i| 
concluding  that  the  handwriting 
fell  below  the  legibility  criteria.! 

Dr  Miller  was  refused  leave  l| 
appeal  to  the  House  of  Lord:r; 
although  he  has  the  right  to  app  | 
direct  to  the  Law  Lords  for  leavi 


Tests  role  despite  GP  proposals 


GP  loses  appeal  in  Daonil 
for  Amoxil  case 
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Stop  smoking 
with  Lilly 

Multilingual  leaflets  to  help 
patients  give  up  smoking,  are  now 
available  from  Eli  Lilly. 

Printed  in  Welsh,  Hindi  and 
Urdu,  as  well  as  English,  the 
leaflets  have  been  produced  in 
conjunction  with  the  British  Lung 
Eoundation. 

The  balloon  motif  of  BLF  and 
its  slogan  "Help  breathe  new  life 
into  lung  research"  is  featured. 
Lilly's  "stop  smoking"  packs 
each  containing  10  patient  leaflets 
and  a  poster  are  available  from 
Clive  Hirst,  Eli  Lilly  Ltd,  Dextra 
Court,  Chapel  Hill,  Basingstoke, 
Hants  RG21  2SY. 


n 


"You  were  warned!  It  is  March  8,  you  know" 


New  fees  '89-90 


1.  Professional  fees 

The  professional  fee  will  be  134p  for  the  first  1,400  prescriptions 
dispensed  per  month,  61. 5p  on  the  next  5,250  prescriptions  and  68p 
thereafter. 


2.  Special  fees 

A.  Preparations  when  extemporaneously  dispensed  and  endorsed 
(a)     '  'Extemporaneously  dispensed ' '  New  fee  p/rx 


(i) 

Unit  dosage  forms 

210 

(ii) 

Liquids  being  "special  formula  preparations" 

105 

(iii) 

Liquid  preparations  prepared  by  straightforward 
dilution 

55 

(iv) 
(v) 

Special  formula  powders 

Ointments,  creams,  pastes  being  "special  formula 
preparations" 

105 
210 

(vi) 

Ointments,  creams,  pastes  prepared  by  dilution  or  a 
mixture  of  standard  or  proprietary  ointments,  creams 
and  pastes 

105 

(b) 

'  'Aseptically  dispensed ' '  {excluding proprietary 
preparations) 

(i) 

Unit  dosage  forms 

1050 

(ii) 
(c) 

Non-unit  dosage  forms 

'  'Extemporaneously  sterilised 

Liquids,  semi-solids,  solids  prepared  with  a  BP 

sterilization  process 

630 
630 

B.  Appliances  and  dressings 

(a) 

Hosiery 

(i) 

Elastic  hosier^'  requiring  measurement  and  endorsed 
"measured  and  fitted" 

105 

(ii) 

Repairs  to  elastic  hosiery 

55 

(b) 

Trusses 

(i) 

Trusses  requiring  measurement  and  endorsed 
"measured  and  fitted" 

160 

(ii) 

Repairs  to  trusses 

55 

(c) 

Stoma  appliances,  suprapubic  belts,  incontinence 
appliances 

(i) 
(in 

Replacement  of  complete  appliance  and/or 

One  or  more  types  of  spare  parts  and  accessories 

105 
105 

c. 

Bulk  prescription  for  schools  or  institutions  supplied  in 
accordance  with  regulations 

525 

I).     Where  liquid  preparations  extemporaneously 

dispensed  other  than  A(b)  and  (c)  above  are  ordered  in 
more  than  one  container,  each  extra  quantity  ordered  105 

E.     Where  the  addition  of  a  vehicle/diluent  in  tlx- 

pharmacy  contractor  results  in  a  liquid  of  stability  of 
less  than  14  days,  and  necessitates  supply  in  more  than 
one  container  105 


F.  Prescription  for  a  Controlled  Drug  endorsed  "CD"  by 

the  contractor  105 

G.  Urgent  fees 

To  be  increased  in  respect  of  prescriptions  dispensed 
from  June  1  1988  as  below— 


Drug  Tariff  Part  III  A 


2(g)(i)  Prescription  is  endorsed  "urgent" 
by  prescriber,  dispensed  between 
premises  close  and  11pm  on  days 
other  than  Sundays  and  public 
holidays  or 

2(g)(ii)  is  endorsed  "urgent"  by  the 

prescriber,  or  "dispensed  urgently' 
by  the  pharmacist  and  is  signed  by 
the  patient  (or  representative),  and 
dispensed  between  11pm  and  the 
time  the  premises  open  for 
dispensing  or  on  Sundays  and  public 
holidays 

3.  Special  fees 

Appliances  not  covered  by  2B. 


Resident  p 


5.50 


Fee  per  call  out 
Non-resident  p 


13.75 


7.25 


16.50 


Fee  per  prescription  p 


4.  Rota  fees 

With  effect  from  June  1  1988,  £7.00  per  hour  for  ordinary  weekdays  and 
£16.50  per  hour  for  early  closing  days,  Sundays  and  Public  Holidays. 

5.  Pre-registration  training  grant 

For  trainees  filling  a  pre-registration  training  place  in  the  year 
commencing  April  1  1989£2,520pa. 

6.  Oxygen  therapy  service  remuneration 

Set  rental  £1.70  per  month.  Stand  rental  37p  per  month.  New 
professional  fees  for  non-urgent  delivery  of  set  and  cylinders  or  of 
replacement  set,  or  return  visit  to  remedy  set  malfunction,  start  at 
£15.61   for  return  journey  of  up  to  three  miles  each  way 

Full  explanations  see  Drug  Tariff.  Fees  come  into  effect  on  April  1, 
unless  stated. 
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HIV:  writs 


Needle  exchange  in  Scottish 
pharmacies  not  working 


Needle  exchange  schemes  for 
drug  addicts  through  pharmacies 
are  not  working  and  a  properly 
funded  alternative  must  be  found, 
pharmacist  Ian  Mullen  told  the  all 
party  Parliamentary  group  on 
AIDS  on  Wednesday. 

Four  months  after  the 
announcement  of  the  scheme  by 
the  Scottish  Office,  it  is  running 
into  growing  opposition  and  the 
Government  needs  to  rethink  its 
policy,  he  said. 

Last  April  the  Scottish  Office 
approached  the  Scottish 
Department  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  with  a 
view  to  setting  up  a  voluntary 
scheme,  whereby  pharmacists 
would  sell  needles  as  part  of  a 
normal  commercial  transaction. 
Health  boards  were  asked  to 
determine  the  level  of  local 
interest  among  contractors. 

Peers  debate 
surgery 
pharmacy 
viability 

Peers  have  expressed  sharply 
differing  views  over  whether 
"dispensaries"  should  be 
included  in  the  premises  used  by 
GPs  operating  a  group  practice. 

During  a  debate  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  the  White  Paper 
"Working  for  Patients",  Lord 
Seebohm  (Ind)  envisaged  that 
such  practices  would  cater  for 
about  11,000  patients  and 
suggested  that  a  dispensary  would 
be  "absolutely  essential". 

Baroness  Gardner  of  Parkes 
(Con),  who  is  a  dentist,  said  she 
was  not  convinced  such  practices 
needed  a  dispensary.  She  told  the 
House:  "Perhaps  in  a  rural  area 
there  may  be  a  need  for  a 
dispensary  but  in  cities  where 
there  are  plenty  of  pharmacies,  it 
would  be  duplicating  costs". 

Lord  Hunter  of  Newington 
(Ind),  who  opened  the  debate, 
recalled  that  the  earlier  White 
Paper  on  primary  care  referred  to 
the  value  of  pharmacists '  'in  giving 
a  whole  range  of  practical  advice" . 
He  urged  the  Government  to  take 
"a  much  more  radical  look"  at  the 
role  pharmacists  and  other 
professionals  could  play  in  the 
NHS. 

Lord  Ennals,  who  spoke  from 
the  Labour  front  bench,  criticised 
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Mr  Mullen  came  in  for 
criticism  last  November  when  he 
told  MPs  that  pharmacists  could 
help  if  they  were  able  to  supply 
addicts  with  free  needles  and 
syringes.  He  also  said  pharmacies 
were  inappropriate  centres  for 
receiving  contaminated 
equipment  as  they  are  regularly 
used  by  a  high  proportion  of 
elderly  people  and  children. 

'  The  Scottish  Health  Minister 
Michael  Forsyth  has  turned  down 
requests  from  pharmacists  in  both 
Greater  Glasgow  and  Lothian 
Health  Board  areas  to  supply 
needles  on  a  free  basis,"  he  said 
on  Wednesday.  Although  the 
Scottish  Office  announced  two 
months  ago  that  192  pharmacists 
were  prepared  to  participate  in  its 
scheme,  that  number  is 
decreasing  and  many  are  not  in 
high  risk  areas,  he  alleged. 


the  Government  for  not  having 
adequate  consultations  with 
pharmacists  and  the  medical 
profession  before  publishing  the 
White  Paper. 

Lord  Winstanley ,  for  the  Social 
and  Liberal  Democrats,  said  Mr 
David  Mellor,  the  Health 
Minister,  had  "a  pretty  rough 
ride"  when  he  attended  the 
annual  dinner  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee.  He 
warned  that  the  Government  was 
unlikely  to  be  able  to  solve  its 
present  problems  with  the 
pharmacists  —  '  'an  essential  part 
of  FPC  services"  —  by  May. 

Replying  to  the  debate  Lord 
Hesketh,  for  the  Government, 
reaffirmed  that  the  proposed  drug 
budgets  would  be  realistic  and  that 
individual  patients  would  continue 
to  receive  all  the  treatment  they 
required. 

Kerfoot  go 
lead-free 

Thomas  Kerfoot  &  Co  have 
announced  that  their  fleet  of 
company  cars  are  being  converted 
to  run  on  lead-free  petrol  and  they 
are  offering  a  free  change-over 
policy  for  the  private  cars  of 
employees. 

Chairman  Leigh  Kerfoot  says: 
"As  a  company  involved  in  the 
health  business  this  seems  a 
logical  and  commonsense  step, 
making  a  small  but  significant 
contribution  to  the  local 
environment". 


Pharmacists  in  the  Greater 
Glasgow  Health  Board  area  have 
said  they  are  not  prepared  to 
participate  unless  they  can  supply 
needles  free.  The  number  of 
volunteers  in  Lothian  could  well  be 
reduced  to  single  figures,  and  it  is 
in  this  part  of  Scotland  where  50 
per  cent  of  positive  blood  tests  for 
HIV  are  from  IV  drug  abusers, 
said  Mr  Mullen. 

"There  has  been  little  or  no 
movement  on  the  provision  of 
suitable  disposal  facilities  and  no 
production  of  the  proposed 
purpose  built  case  for  the  disposal 
of  used  syringes,"  he  said.  He 
advocates  a  mobile  service  which 
takes  facilities  to  the  addict, 
preferably  on  a  daily  basis. 

Mr  Mullen  is  a  former 
chairman  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
General  Council  and  a  member  of 
the  Forth  Valley  Health  Board. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Northern  Ireland  is  to  hold  a 
Pharmacy  Day  in  the  Society's 
House  on  Sunday,  June  1 1 . 

The  theme  for  the  day  will  be 
the  '  'extended  role ' ' ,  and  as  well 
as  discussions  on  the  theme, 
there  are  plans  for  an  exhibition  of 
associated  equipment. 

At  the  February  Meeting  of 
the  PSNI's  Council,  members 
considered  discussions  that  the 
Ethical  and  Law  Committee  had 
held  on  the  use  of  child  resistant 
closures.  It  was  agreed  CRCs 
should  be  recommended  as  the 
preferred  means  of  closure  of 
dispensed  medicines.  Council  said 
that  professional  judgment  should 
be  used  by  all  pharmacists  to 
ensure  that  individual  patients 
received  appropriate  closures. 

The  Committee  had  also 
discussed  a  patient  prescription 
record  card  which  a  pharmacist 
wished  to  supply  to  the  patients 
for  whom  he  had  computer 
medication  records.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  use  of  such  a  card  would 
be  of  benefit  to  both  the  patient 
and  the  pharmacist. 

The  following  applications  for 
registration  as  students  were 
granted: 

Philip  James  Gilkinson,  168 
Pomeroy  Road,  Dungannon,  co 
Tyrone. 

Thomas  Gary  Jones,  31  Park 
Road,  Belfast,  co  Down. 


against  HAs 

In  what  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
case  of  its  kind,  two  anonymous 
patients  issued  two  separate  High 
Court  writs  last  week  against  two 
Health  Authorities,  claiming  they 
were  infected  with  HIV,  after 
negligent  medical  treatment  in  the 
Summer  of  1985. 

The  first  writ  claims  damages 
for  negligence  and  breach  of  duty 
against  the  Central  Manchester 
District  Health  Authority  and  the 
Oxford  Regional  North  Western 
Regional  HA.  The  other  contains 
similar  allegations  against  the 
Oxfordshire  District  HA. 

The  authorities  are  sued  as  the 
bodies  responsible  for  NHS 
medical  sendees  in  each  area. 
Both  writs  also  claim  damages 
from  the  Department  of  Health 
and  the  Attorney  General,  who 
acts  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Safety  of  Medicines  and  the 
Licensing  Authority  under  the 
I  Medicines  Act  1968. 


Claire  Alexandra  Mills,  2 
Stormont  Park,  Belfast,  co  Down. 

The  following  applications  for 
reciprocal  registration  werd 
granted: 

Adam  Jude  Hughes,  56  Burdett 
Street,  Aigburth,  Liverpool. 
Carol  Ann  Stoker,  34  Old  Park 
Avenue,  Bally mena. 

The  following  application  foil 
restoration  to  the  Register  wasl 
granted: 

Mrs  Nora  Elizabeth  Magee  (nee! 
Kennedy),  14  Tyler  Road,J 
Limavady. 

A  letter  has  been  received 
from  Dr  JC  McElnay  advising  the] 
Council  of  the  membership  of  thd 
Pharmacy  Practice  Research 
Group.  The  first  meeting  of  thd 
Group  will  be  held  on  March  151 
The  president  and  the  secretary 
will  attend  for  Council. 

A  pre-registration  tutors! 
course  will  be  held  on  Wednesday 
April  26  and  a  pre-registratioi| 
students  evening  on  Wednesday 
April  5.  Details  will  be  circulated 
during  March. 

Members  of  Council 
commented  on  the  successful 
President's  Evenings  which  wer<§ 
recently  held  in  the  Society'! 
House.  On  each  occasion  a  "ful 
house  "was  achieved  and  the  tw| 
speakers  Prof.  P.F.  D'Arcy  ami 
Mr  I.H.  McFarland  werl 
congratulated  on  theil 
presentations. 
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PSNI  to  stage  Pharmacy 
Day  on  June  11 


Beef  brain 
ban 

The  use  of  bovine  thymus  and  offal 
is  to  be  banned  in  baby  food, 
following  a  report  published  this 
week  on  the  implications  of  bovine 
spongiform  encephalopathy 
(BSE)  for  humans. 

Mr  MacGregor,  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
announced  this  on  behalf  of  the 
Department  of  Health  explaining 
that  the  ban  was  intended  to 
reinforce  the  practice  that  such 
bovine  products  were  not  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  baby  foods: 
Offal  is  defined  as  brain,  spinal 
cord,  spleen  and  intestines. 
Kidney,  liver  and  heart  are  not 
subject  to  the  ban  and  the  chief 
medical  officer  advises  that  there 
is  no  need  for  concern  in  relation 
to  these  foods. 

The  report  concludes  that  the 
risk  of  transmission  of  BSE  to 
humans  appears  remote. 

However,  the  Government 
has  set  up  a  consultative 
committee,  under  Dr  David 
Tyrrell,  to  advise  on  research 
work  in  relation  to  BSE  and  other 
spongiform  encephalopathies,  and 
the  detection  of  any  changes  in  the 
pattern  of  Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
disease  —  a  similar  human 
condition  of  fatal  dementia. 


Script  aid 

Pharmacists  can  obtain  a 
prescription  records  books  free 
from  Kirby-Warrick 
Pharmaceuticals. 

The  book  contains  12  spreads 
for  detailed  analysis  of 
prescriptions  dispensed 
throughout  the  year,  and  allows 
comparison  with-  the  previous 
year.  It  is  said  to  make 
prescription  record  keeping  much 
easier  and  more  accurate.  Copies 
are  available  from  representatives 
or  from  wholesalers  when  Kirby- 
Warrick  products  are  ordered. 

Price  Service 

A  number  of  price  changes  for 
Cannon  Babysafe  were  listed  in 
the  February  25  Supplement  in 
error.  For  the  correct  prices  of  all 
the  Cannon  range  please  refer  to 
the  March  Price  List. 


The  WHO  meeting  in  Geneva  last 
month  recommended  that 
influenza  vaccines  for  the  Winter 
of  1989/90  should  contain  the 
following  virus  strains: 
A/Shanghai/11/87  -  like  strain 
(H3N„)  A/Singapore/6/86  -  like 
strain  (HjNjj  B/Yamagata/16/88 
—  like  strain.'say  Merieux. 
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What  a 
debacle 


So  now  we  have  it!  Not  only 
were  we  warned  last  year 
that  the  cost-plus  element 
of  the  contract  was  under 
threat,  but  now  that  it  has 
been  unilaterally  withdrawn 
by  the  Government,  the 
aquiescence  of  PSNC  is 
justified  by  its  contention 
that  they  had  no  instructions 
to  do  otherwise  (last  week, 
p302).  I  am  amazed,  but 
fortunately  not  speechless. 
This  debacle  will  go  down  in 
history  as  the  beginning  of 
the  end  of  pharmacy 
practice  as  we  know  it. 

In  the  last  twenty  years 
pharmacy  has  rapidly  evolved  from  a 
mysterious  art,  to  a  personal,  caring 
profession  where  barriers  have  been 
dismantled  and  patient  contact  in  a  friendly 
environment  is  the  priority.  The  physical 
dispensing  process  is  no  longer  the  prime 
function,  but  patient  counselling  by  the 
pharmacist. 

I  view  my  profession  with  pride.  It  has 
come  through  a  very  difficult  period  with 
its  reputation  enhanced  and  future  role 
clearly  defined.  Now,  all  that  has  been 
thrown  back  in  the  melting  pot  by  one 
derisive  action  of  a  Government,  to  whom 
promises  are  merely  debating  points  in  the 
devious  game  of  party  politics. 

No  longer  will  community  pharmacists 
be  paid  the  costs  of  a  service  which  they 
are  legally  contracted  to  give.  It  was  bad 
enough  that  we  have  never  achieved 
individualisation  of  payment  of  costs,  but 
now  there  will  be  positive  attrition  against 
those  pharmacies  who,  for  whatever 
reason,  sustain  a  high  unit  cost 
prescription  ratio.  Particularly  vulnerable 
will  be  those  pharmacies  in  high  cost  areas 
who  do  not  own  their  own  premises  and 
those  who  are  dispensing  less  than  1 ,200 
per  month  to  whom  the  Essential  Small 
Pharmacy  scheme  does  not  apply. 
Dispensing  will  become  concentrated  in 
large  dispensing  businesses  where  the 


unit  costs  are  low  with  a 
positive  discouragement  to 
expand  professional 
services  outside  the  mere 
supply  role. 

The  vision  of  Nuffield  is 
fading  fast.  The  future  of  the 
independent  pharmacist  is 
in  doubt  and  what  now  of  a 
contract  which  is  granted  on 
the  grounds  of 
"necessary"  or 
"desirable"  ?  Necessary  or 
desirable  to  whom  —  the 
public,  the  treasury,  or  the 
pharmaceutical  barons  of 
bulk  dispensing? 

Martindale 

Martindale  29th  edition  is 
now  published.  I  am  always 
amazed  that  any  pharmacy 
can  operate  without  it.  I  would,  however, 
like  to  sound  a  note  of  caution  before  you 
send  your  28th  edition  to  the  deserving 
Third  World. 

There  is  much  material  excluded  from 
each  edition  which  has  appeared  in 
previous  editions.  I  have  used  the 
formulary  information  in  old  editions  and 
would  not  consider  the  reference  facilities 
of  my  pharmacy  to  be  complete  without 
these  back  copies  of  Martindale. 


Humbling 


The  other  day  I  tuned  in  to  the  sales  spiel 
of  Carol,  my  cosmetics  assistant,  who 
spent  ten  minutes  with  one  lady  and 
brilliantly  "sold"  her  two  free  samples  of 
a  hypo-allergenic  make  up.  Not  very 
rewarding  for  the  wallet!  But  when  that 
same  lady  returned  two  days  later,  made 
her  purchase  from  Carol  and  commended 
me  on  the  courtesy,  helpfulness  and 
training  of  my  staff,  I  felt  quite  humble. 

Indeed  a  salutory  lesson  for  me, 
having  silently  berated  Carol  for  not 
achieving  her  sale  and  the  customer  for 
abusing  our  time.  My  staff  were  working 
in  my  best  interests.  After  years  of  being 
told  that  the  business  of  pharmacy  is  dying 
maybe  we  still  have  something  to  offer. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


New 
Psoriasun 

AMS  Healthcare  are  launching  the 
Psoriasun  remedial  sponge,  which 
is  available  from  March  1.  The 
sponge  is  designed  to  remove  skin 
scales,  for  sufferers  of  psoriasis 
vulgaris,  say  AMS. 

Measuring  4in  by  3in,  the  oval 
sponge  is  said  to  hypoallergenic. 
The  grey  topside  consists  of  a 
coating  formulated  from  a 
compound  of  minerals,  extracted 
from  finely  ground  pumice  stone 
found  on  the  Italian  island  of 
Lipari.  This  is  mildly  abrasive,  and 
can  be  used  once  a  day  when 
bathing  or  showering,  the 
company  says. 

The  wet  sponge  is  massaged 
in  light,  circular  movements  over 
the  wet,  affected  areas  for  five  to 
ten  seconds.  The  company 
recommends  that  the  sponge  be 
replaced  at  regular  intervals 
depending  on  the  frequency  of 
use.  An  information  leaflet  comes 
with  each  sponge. 

AMS  say  the  sponge  has  been 
used  by  doctors  in  Germany 
(since  mid  1987)  and  Scandinavia 
(since  mid  1988),  and  has 
undergone  trials  in  the  UK  with 
the  Psoriasis  Association.  The 
Psoriasun  remedial  sponge  retails 
at  £4.75,  and  is  available  in  cartons 
of  ten,  from  AMS  Healthcare 
Products.  Tel:  0424  52314. 


Lipsticks,  but 
no  cruelty 

Beauty  Without  Cruelty  are 
launching  four  new  lipsticks  into 
their  range,  all  based  on  natural 
oils  and  waxes  to  soothe  and 
protect. 

Pink  Fizz  is  shocking  pink; 
sweet  apricot  is  said  to 
complement  all  complexions; 
candy  floss  is  a  pearl  pink;  for  the 
return  to  paler  lips  in  1989  and 
copper  nob  is  a  deep  copper 
bronze  for  tanned,  dark  or  black 
skins,  say  BWC. 

All  lipsticks  (£1.90)  are 
available  from  March  1  at  selected 
chemists  or  from  Beauty  Without 
Cruelty  Cosmetics.  Tel:  0732 
365291. 
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Wella's  balsam  care 
for  permed  hair 


Wella  have  developed  Balsam 
Extra  Care  Shampoo  and 
Conditioner  for  permed  hair. 

Wella  Balsam  Extra  Care 
Shampoo  (£0.99)  is  said  to  have  an 
advanced  moisturising  formulation 
with  cationic  polymers.  These 
conditioners  are  said  to  add 
volume  to  the  hair  and  improve 
shine  and  manageability.  It  is  also 
pH  balanced. 

Wella  Balsam  Extra  Care 
Conditioner  (£1.09)  has  a  creamy 
formulation  which  is  said  to 
improve  the  condition  and  shine  of 
permed  hair.  It  contains 
moisturisers  and  natural  arnica,  a 
scalp  active  plant  extract 
renowned    for    its  healing 


properties,  say  Wella. 

Extra  Care  is  packaged  in 
250ml  pearlised  cream  bottles 
which  have  been  colour  coded  in 
lilac  to  make  it  easy  for  the 
consumer  to  differentiate 
between  the  variants.  The  launch 
will  be  supported  by  a  £2 .2  million 
advertising  campaign  which 
includes  an  eight  week  burst  of 
national  television  advertising  in 
May  and  June. 

New  point  of  sale  material  will 
be  made  available,  as  will  50ml 
sample  sizes  of  the  new  variants 
retailing  to  the  consumer  at  £0.29 
each,  in  the  chemist  sector  onlv. 
Wella  Great  Britain.  Tel:  0256 
20202. 


Clarins  tan  plan 


Clarins  are  introducing  a  new  SPF 
6  Protective  Tanning  Milk  from 
April. 

The  milk  is  a  light,  creamy 
formulation  which  is  protective 
and  water-resistant.  It  is  designed 
primarily  for  use  on  the  body,  is 
suitable  for  all  skin  types  and  is 
said  to  be  ideal  for  use  on  initial 
exposure  to  the  sun. 

Clarins  say  that  the  milk 


contains  sun  filters  to  help  to 
protect  the  skin  from  UVA/UVB 
rays;  honey  and  PCa  Na  to 
moisturise  the  skin,  and  licorice, 
bisabolol  and  a  substance  called 
Babassu  which  comes  from  the 
fruit  of  a  Brazilian  tree.  The 
product  also  contains  soya, 
avocado,  shea  butter,  vitamins  A 
and  E  and  pygeum  africanum. 
Clarins  (UK).  Tel:  01-6292979. 


Louis 
Marcel's 
refreshing 
facial  mist 

Nicholas  Laboratories  are 
introducing  Louis  Marcel 
Refreshing  Mist,  a  fine  spray  of 
mineral  water  with  extracts  of 
cucumber,  camomile,  and  rose 
bay  willow  herb. 

Nicholas  sav  that  the  sprav 
(70ml  £1.95,  200ml  £3.95)  will 
help  to  tone  and  prepare  the  skin 
before  applying  make  up,  and  that 
it  can  be  used  after  make  up  to  set 
and  give  a  matt  finish.  It  can  also 
be  used  throughout  the  day  to 
refresh  without  disturbing  make 
up  to  freshen  up  during  and  after 
sport,  and  to  clear  away  abrasive 
and  drying  salt  and  sand  on  the 
beach,  say  Nicholas. 

The  spray  is  CFC-free  and 
POS  material  will  be  available  from 
Nicholas  Laboratones.  Tel:  0753 
23971. 


Almay's 
bronzed  body 
powder 


Almay  are  introducing  a  new 
bronzed  body  powder  which  they 
say  gives  a  natural  and  suntanned 
look  to  the  skin. 

Bronzing  powder  (£4.95)  is  a 
tinted,  compressed  powder  which 
adds  a  natural  glow  of  colour  to 
both  pale  and  dark  skins. 

They  say  that  the  product 
applies  smoothly  and  easily,  and  is 
fragrance  and  lanolin  free.  It  is 
packaged  in  a  mirrored  compact, 
together  with  a  foam  puff 
applicator,  and  is  said  to  be 
suitable  for  use  on  both  the  face 
and  the  body. 

A  special  display  unit  features 
the  bronzing  powders  and  face  and 
body  bronzers  (£2.95  each). 
Almay  London,  New  York.  Tel: 
075323971. 
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For  scalp  conditions  like  psoriasis,  dermatitis  and  dandruff,  coal  tar  shampoos  arc  a  ven  H" 
they  re  not  the  sort  of  shampoo  most  people  would  want  to  use  a  moment  longer  than  necessary.  ' 

Alphosyl  Shampoo  is  different.  It  has  all  the  strength  of  coal  tar,  hut  no  unpleasant  coal  tar  smell.  It  doesn't  stain 
the  skin,  or  clothes,  or  the  hath. 

Instead,  as  lightly  rragranced  formula  leaves  the  hair  slimy  and  easy  to  manage, 
problem  has  cleared  up,  customers  are  likely  to  come  bouncing  back  for  more.  A 

That  means  guaranteed  business  for  you,  because  Alphosyl  Shampoo  will  be     Am.  MJl  JL    A  J.  \Jr  %Jf  I 
available  solely  through  pharmacies.  We  think  you'll  agree  that  as  a  specialist     S     H    A    AA     P  O 
for  professional  recommendation,  it  belongs  exclusively  on  vour  counter.        With  the  fragrance  and 


COUNTERPOINTS 


'Natural  fluff 
from 
Unichem 

Unichem  have  mounted  a  national 
campaign  to  advise  consumers 
concerned  about  chlorine 
bleached  disposable  nappies  and 
to  promote  their  own-label 
nappies  which  contain  only 
"natural  fluff". 

Over  half  a  million  leaflets 
entitled  "Disposable  nappies  - 
The  Facts  About  Dioxin"  have 
been  produced  and  supplied  to 
members  to  give  to  parents  with 
children  at  the  nappy  stage.  The 
leaflets  are  also  to  be  distributed 
to  midwives  and  publicised 
through  the  national  Press. 

A  pre-recorded  interview  with 
David  Walker,  director  of 
Unichem  and  chairman  of  its 
subsidiary  nappy  factory,  Neptune 
Industries,  has  been  distributed  to 
30  radio  stations  throughout  the 
country. 

The  interview  highlights  the 
issue  of  dioxin  and  the  damage  this 
toxic  by-product  does  to  the 
environment.  Unichem  nappies 
have  been  manufactured  using 
non-chlorine  bleached  fluff  since 
1987.  Unichem.  Tel:  01-391 2323. 

Vantage  offer 
in  March 

The  March  Top  Ten  offers  from 
Vantage  include  baby  foods, 
disposable  razors,  deodorants  and 
hair-care. 

Household  names  selected  for 
March  will  include  Cow  and  Gate 
baby  meals,  Pampers  disposable 
nappies,  Kleenex  tissues,  Wella 
shampoo  and  V05  hot  oil 
conditioners. 

Vespre  feminine  hygiene 
goods,  Bic  disposable  razors  and 
Mum  deodorants. 

Canderel  sweeteners  and 
Durex  condoms  are  also  included 
in  the  listings.  The  Vantage 
Department  AMI 
Pharmaceuticals.  Tel:  0928 
717070. 


Decubicare 

New  packaging  has  been 
introduced  for  the  Brinmark 
Decubicare  range  of  fleece  joint 
protectors. 

Each  box  now  incorporates  full 
washing  instructions  and  technical 
details.  The  company  says  the 
range  conforms  to  DHSS 
standards  for  S.R.  Holbrook  Ltd. 
Tel:  0203  667576. 


Moisturisers  look'  vital 
say  Taylor  Nelson 


Consumers  cannot  always  detect 
the  effects  of  moisturisers  on  their 
skin  and  they  are  probably  more 
influenced  by  the  smell,  colour  and 
consistency  of  a  moisturiser  than 
the  effect  that  it  has  on  the  skin, 
says  a  survey  from  Taylor  Nelson. 

The  survey  was  conducted 
jointly  with  Cutest  Systems  Ltd, 
and  compared  the  performance  of 
three  specially  formulated 
products  by  subjective  consumer 
testing  on  150  women  aged 
between  20  and  64. 

A  scientific  study  was  also 
carried  out  on  12  normal  volunteer 
subjects  aged  between  20  and  40. 
The  change  in  the  roughness  of 
the  skin,  as  a  result  of  using  each 
product  was  measured  by  surface 


contour  analysis. 

The  product  which  had  the 
greatest  effect  on  the  skin 
according  to  the  scientists,  was 
the  least  popular  among 
consumers.  They  preferred  the 
product  that  had  no  measurable 
effect  on  the  skin,  claiming  that  it 
made  their  skin  smoother. 

The  findings  will  be  presented 
by  Jeremy  Atkins  of  Taylor 
Nelson  and  Peter  Dykes  of  Cutest 
at  the  Market  Research  Society 
Conference  in  Brighton  on 
Thursday  March  2  1989. 

For  further  information  or  a 
copy  of  the  paper,  contact  Jeremy 
Atkins  or  Joanna  Bell  at  Tavlor 
Nelson  Research.  Tel:  03727 
29688. 


It)  WIN  I  p 


Ever  Ready's 
Derby  winners 


Ever  Ready  are  sponsoring  the 
Derby,  and  they  are  backing  this 
sponsorship  with  a  £lm  consumer 
competition. 

The  promotion  is  called  "Who 
wants  to  be  a  millionaire  ? ' '  and  will 
run  both  at  point  of  sale  and  in  the 
Easter  issue  of  the  TV  Times. . 

The  winner  gets  the  £lm,  and 
ten  runners  up  will  win  a  luxury 
weekend  for  two  in  Paris  to  watch 
the  Prix  de  l'Arc  de  Triomphe. 

Header  cards  and  leaflets  will 
invite  consumers  to  enter  a 
competition  and  place  12  out  of  16 
Derby  winners  in  order  in  a 
theoretical  race.  All  entries  must 
be  accompanied  by  two  proofs  of 
purchase. 


From  April  6,  the  Ever  Ready 
Roadshow  will  visit  major 
shopping  centres  throughout  the 
UK  including  the  Bull  Ring 
Birmingham  (April  6-8);  Victoria 
Centre,  Nottingham  (April  10-11); 
Arndale  Centre,  Manchester 
(April  13-15);  Bond  Street 
Centre,,  Leeds  (April  17-18;) 
Metro  Centre,  Gateshead  (April 
20-22);  Quadrant  Centre, 
Swansea  (April  25-26);  Middleton 
Hall  Milton  Keynes  (April  28-29) ; 
Waterloo  Station,  (May  2-4). 

In  the  lead  up  to  the  Derby  on 
June  7,  advertisements  will  also 
appear  in  the  Sporting  Life  and  the 
Racing  Post.  Ever  Readv  Ltd.  Tel: 
01-8828661. 


BRIEF 


Intercare  Products  are  advertising 
Nicobrevin  on  television  around 
National  No  Smoking  Day.  The 
30-second  advertisement  for  the 
product  appears  on  TVam  this 
week  including  four  spots  booked 
for  March  8.  A  national  television 
campaign  begins  on  March  14. 
Intercare  Products  Ltd.  Tel:  0734 
790345. 


Micropore  Dress  it  tape  is  to  be 

advertised  in  women's  and 
general  interest  magazines  this 
April  to  June.  For  pharmacists 
ordering  a  case  of  the  product 
from  David  Anthony 
Pharmaceuticals  or  their  usual 
wholesaler  this  month  or  next 
there  is  a  free  video  tape,  sav  3M 
Health  Care  Ltd.  050.9  611611. 


Peaudouce 
love  mums 

Peaudouce  are  running  a 
promotion  for  Mother's  Day  (on 
the  5th  March)  offering  all 
Mother's  Day  new  mums  a  free 
gift  of  a  special  pack  of  150 
Peaudouce  Ultra  Plus  nappies. 

Full  page  adverts  will  appear  in 
The  Sun,  TV  Times  and  the 
Sunday  Mirror. 

To  qualify  for  the  free  gift, 
mothers  who  have  babies  on 
Mother's  Day  simply  apply  direct 
to  Peaudouce,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
their  babv's  birth  certificate  dated 
March  5 ^ 1989.  Peaudouce  (UK) 
Ltd.  Tel:  0992445522. 


Durex  spend 
£500,000 

Durex  are  spending  £500,000  o 
a  national  Press  advertising 
campaign  running  until  June. 

A  series  of  advertisements  will 
use  lines  such  as  '  'Its  safer  to  hav 
sex  with  someone  you  know.  And 
who  dosen't  know  durex?",  and 
will  appear  in  the  national  Press 
and  50  young  people's  specialist 
magazines  including  Kerrang. 
NME,  Mizz,  and  Cosmoplitan 
LRC  Products  Ltd.  Tel:  01-527 
2377. 


Kent  support 
Modifast 

Kent  Pharmaceuticals  ar 
supporting  Modifast  with  a  displa 
competition  for  pharmacists  an 
two  prize  draws. 

Pharmacists  are  invited  tx 
send  for  a  display  pack  containin 
dummy  boxes,   posters  anc 
leaflets.  The  person  sending  in 
photograph  of  the  display  judge 
to  be  the  most  attractive,  togethe 
with  an  entry  form  and  complete 
tie-breaker  slogan,  will  win 
Caribbean  holiday  for  one  or  tw 
(worth  £1 ,500)  and  £500  toward 
the  cost  of  a  locum.  The  thre 
runners-up  will  win  a  Sky  or  BS 
satellite  dish,  and  twenty  thre 
prize  winners  will  win  a  set 
Electra-thin  digital  scales.  Th 
closing  date  is  May  30,  1989. 

The  prize  draw  for  a 
customers  purchasing  Modifa 
and  completing  an  entry-  form,  wi 
give  50  the  chance  to  win  a  set 
Salter  scales.  Counter  staff  wi 
have  the  chance  to  win  a  Philip 
hairdryer,  for  even,'  pack  sole 
Kent  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Te 
0233  41802. 
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FOUR  G  IRLS 
THAT  WON'T 
GET  LEFT 

ON  THE  SHELF 


These  pretty  faces  on  the  new  Natural,  Wild,  Chic  and  Active  Harmony  Hairsprays  won't  be  adorning 
your  shelves  for  long.  Because  from  April  and  May,  we're  relaunching  our  range  with  a  massive 
£3  million  advertising  campaign  to  get  these  young  ladies  noticed.  With  four   I  I  M£W 
improved  non  CFC  formulas  and  stylish  new  packaging,  it  won't  be  long  before  I  \r\  1 1 

we  have  a  firm  hold  on  the  competition.  So  be  prepared  to  get  swept  off  your  feet  h  ai  rsprayJ 

EtIDA  GIBBS:  CARING  FOR  HEAtTH  AND  BEAUTY. 


PLAX. 


'  Detaches  300% 
more  plaque 
than  brushing  alone 

1  Brightens  teeth 

'Starts  to  work  before 
you  even  pick  up 
your  toothbrush 

Original  Flavour 


Makes  your  mouth 
look  and  feel 
clean  and  healthy 


490  ml 


The  launch  is  big. 

£6,000,000  of  advertising. 

TV  and  press  starting  in 
March,  continuing  throughout 
the  year. 

Money-off-at-next-purchase 
offers  in  women's  magazines. 

The  product  is  sensational. 

Plax  shifts  300%  (that's 
300%)  more  plaque  than  just 
brushing. 

You  can  only  profit  if  you 
stock  it. 

'Trade  Marie 


CHEMIST  BROKERS  LIMITED, 
(A  SUBSIDIARY  OF  FOOD  BROKERS  LTD.), 
NORTH  HARBOUR,  PORTSMOUTH, 
TELEPHONE:  0705  219900. 
FACSIMILE:  0705  219222.  TELEX:  86779. 


(REPUBLIC  OF  IRELAND:  DAVID  MAYRS  LTD.,  BROOMBRIDGE  IND.  EST.,  DUBLIN  11.  TELEPHONE:  DUBLIN  301555.  FACSIMILE:  DUBLIN  309131  TELEX:  31726).  (f^| 


OUTER 


mm 


Intercellular 
complex 

Helena  Rubinstein  are  introducing 
Intercell  skin  treatment,  an  ultra 
fine  jellified  emulsion  which  is  said 
to  be  composed  of  minute  and 
regular  particles  and  penetrates 
the  skin  easily. 

The  formula  (£19.50,  30ml, 
£27.50,  50ml)  is  designed  to  help 
women  of  all  ages  and  skin  types 
to  nourish  their  complexions, 
leaving  them  softer  and  smoother, 
say  Helena  Rubinstein. 

Intercell  is  a  daytime 
treatment  which  need  only  be 
applied  once  in  the  morning. 

It  is  presented  in  glass  jars 
with  gold  caps.  Helena  Rubinstein 
Ltd.  Tel:  01-979  7744. 


Roc  has  a 
body  plus 

Body  skin  has  a  greater  need  for 
good  moisturising  treatment  than 
facial  skin,  say  Roc,  who  have 
developed  Hydra  +  Body  for  this 
reason. 

The  non-greasy,  intensive 
moisturising  lotion  (200ml,  £9.45) 
is  designed  to  restore  the  skin  to 
a  smooth,  supple  condition. 

It  should  be  used  daily, 
preferably  after  a  shower  or  bath, 
or  twice  daily  if  the  skin  is  very 
dry.  It  will  be  sold  in  by  May,  in 
time  for  the  demand  for  pre- 
holiday  skin  care. 

Hydra  +  Body  contains 
saccharides,  triglycerides  with 
linoleic  acid,  and  sodium 
pyroglutamate  —  a  component  of 
natural  moisturising  factor  —  to 
help  the  skin  cells  retain  moisture. 
It  is  perfume-free,  non- 
comedogenic  and  hypo-allergenic. 

POS  includes  window  cards,  a 
merchandiser,  a  consumer  leaflet 
and  samples.  Roc  Laboratories 
UK  Ltd.  Tel:  0273  517723. 

Cuxson  Gerrard  are  adding  round 
corn  rings  to  their  Carnation 
range . 

The  corn  rings  come  in  packs 
of  12  (£0.73).  While  stocks  last 
pharmacists  can  buy  display 
outers  of  a  dozen  packs  and  get 
two  packs  free,  say  Cuxson 
Gerrard  &  Co  (Dressings)  Ltd. 
Tel:  021-552 1355. 


Veet,  Veet! 


Reckitt  &  Colman  are  introducing 
a  new  Veet  depilatory  mousse  in 
two  fragrances  —  Parfum  Fleuri 
and  Parfum  Citron  Vert  —  in  May. 

Veet  aerosol  spray  (200ml, 
£3.05)  is  CFC-free  and  contains  a 
360  degrees  valve,  which  means 
that  the  product  can  be  sprayed 
upside  down. 

Reckitt  &  Colman  say  that  this 
is  a  definite  benefit  when  applying 
the  spray  to  legs. 

Packaging  is  bright  and 
modern,  and  Reckitt  and  Colman 
are  supporting  the  whole  range 
this  Summer  with  an  £800,000 
spend  on  television  and  a 
complementary  Press  campaign. 
Reckitt  &  Colman.  Tel:  0482 
223141. 

Triludan  forte  is  now  available  in  a 
counter  pack  of  seven  120mg 
tablets  (£3.09).  Merrell  Dow 
Pharmaceutical  Ltd.  Tel:  0784 
61600. 


Weet 

tr  - 

vVeet 

SPRAY 
DEP1LATOIRE 

SPRAY 
DEPILATOIRE 

HAS  REMOVING  S7R.A! 

HA[R  REMCVWG  SPRAY 

Yardley  bring  in  a  host 
of  new  cosmetics 


Yardley  are  introducing  a  number 
of  new  cosmetics  including  a  new 
Spring  colour  collection,  a  range  of 
lipliners,  a  double  ended  ESP 
mascara  and  kohl  pencil,  and  a 
clear  ESP  mascara. 

The  Spring  colour  collection  is 
call  Domes  and  Swirls,  and  each 
eyeshadow  and  blusher  is  a  blend 
of  three  or  more  shades  in  one 
swirling  combination. 

There  are  four  shades  of 
eyeshadow  each  costing  £1.95. 
Glistening  starlight  consists  of 
silver  grey  shot  with  pale  pink; 
dazzling  sunrise  consists  of  shades 
of  gold,  copper  and  bronze; 
shimmering  twilight  consists  of 
shades  of  jade  green  and 
aubergine;  and  sparkling  dawn 
consists  of  pale  turquoise,  honey, 
lilac  and  jade. 

There  are  four  shades  of 
eyeshadow  in  precious  gold, 
platignum  silver,  burnished  brown 
and  opalescent  pearl  (£1.95  each) 
and  two  shades  of  blusher  in 
marbled  rose  and  marbled  peach 
(£2.99  each). 

Automatic  lipliner  comes  in 
wild  strawberry,  gold  cinammon 


delightful  rose,  almond  parfait  and 
dusky  rose  (£1.95).  Both  Domes 
and  Swirls  and  the  new  automatic 
lipliner  shades  are  available  now. 

An  ESP  double  ended  mascara 
and  kohl  pencil  is  also  available  in 
various  colour  combinations 
(£2.75  each). 

There  is  a  black  mascara  with 
black  pencil;  a  black  mascara  with 
vibrant  blue  pencil;  a  black 
mascara  with  smoky  grey  pencil; 
a  brown  mascara  with  warm 
brown  pencil,  and  blue  mascara 
with  vibrant  blue  pencil. 

On  counter  from  the  beginning 
of  May  is  the  new  ESP  clear 
mascara  with  keratin,  which  is 
fragrance-free  and  is  said  to  be 
suitable  for  contact  lens  wearers. 

Yardley  say  that  the  product 
separates  and  defines  lashes 
without  clogging.  It  can  be  used 
under  colour  mascara  to  act  as  a 
base  for  added  thickening  and 
conditioning  qualities.  The  ESP 
clear  mascara  is  being  introduced 
at  £1.95,  a  saving  of  £0.80  on  the 
recommended  retail  price. 
Yardley  of  London  Ltd.  Tel: 
01-6299341. 


Two  brush 
mascara 
from  Arden 

Elizabeth  Arden  are  introducing  a 
two  —  brush  mascara. 

One  brush  is  used  on  the  upper 
lashes  to  help  lengthen,  thicken 
and  separate.  The  other  brush  is 
said  to  be  slimmer  and  smaller  and 
defines  short  lashes  and  lower 
lashes,  say  Arden.  A  wide  gold 
band  on  the  case  indicates  the  big 
brush  end,  and  a  narrow  band,  the 
smaller  brush. 

Brushes  overlap  in  the  centre 
of  the  case  and  rotate  around  each 
other  when  the  cap  is  unscrewed 
before  use. 

This  rotating  feature  is  said  to 
blend  and  smooth  the  formula,  so 
that  brushes  never  need  to  be 
"pumped". 

The  rotation  also  re-mixes  the 
formula  each  time  the  mascara  is 
used,  keeping  it  fresh  and 
cleaning  the  excess  product  from 
the  brush  to  eliminate  clumps,  say 
Arden. 

The  mascara  has  a 
conditioning  formula,  containing 
vitamin  B5  and  keratin. 

It  comes  in  standard  and 
waterproof  variants  in  five  colour 
choices.  These  are  exactly  black; 
black  brown;  true  teal;  very 
violet;  true  blue  (£9.95  each). 

Two  brush  mascara  will  be 
available  at  Elizabeth  Arden 
stockists  throughout  the  UK  and 
the  Republic  of  Ireland  from 
March  27.  Elizabeth  Arden  Ltd. 
Tel:  01-784  4000. 

J&J/Unichem 
join  forces 

Unichem  have  joined  forces  witlj 
Johnson  &  Johnson  to  launch  twd 
joint  label  products  —  Kling  cottoj 
conforming  bandages  and  Nf 
dressing. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  JohnsoJ 
&  Johnson '  s  1 02  year  history  tha 
they  have  entered  into  a  joint  labe 
venture. 

Unichem  co-label  Kling  ani 
NA  dressing,  available  now,  arj 
both  included  in  Unichem'f 
dressing  discount  parcelj 
Unichem.  Tel:  01-391  2323. 


r 


Absolute  Alcohol 

Synthetic  quality  available  to  British  and  all  well  known  International  Specifications  and  Pharmacopoeias. 


James  Burrough  (K All:)  Ltd, 


:jb6  Kemimqtoii  Roail.  London  SE11  4LU  T<;l  01  '.>8^  02  i'2 
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Profiled  to  meet 
/our  needs 


Cox  Pharmaceuticals 
Arthur  H  Cox  &  Co  Limited 
Whiddon  Valley 
Barnstaple, 
Devon, 
EX32  8NS 


Available  in  Blister  Packs 
120  tablets       200  mg 
60  tablets      400  mg 
30  tablets      800  mg 

QUALITY  ASSURANCE 


For  more  customer  information  dial  free  on 


COUNTE 


mum 


Philips  add 
'washable'  Ladyshave 


£2m  support 
for  Junior 
Disprol 

Reckitt  &  Colman's  Junior  Disprol 
s  to  be  supported  by  a  £2m 
national  television  campaign  from 
March  6th. 

The  new  30  and  10  second 
commercials  feature  a  number  of 
toddlers  who  meet  in  the  nursery 
to  discuss  their  requirements  for 
an  analgesic.  In  the 
advertisement,  the  youngsters 
vote  for  sugar-free  Junior  Disprol 
because  they  say  that  it  relieves 
teething  pain  and  feverishness  fast 
and  tastes  pleasant. 

The  national  television 
campaign  will  be  supported  with 
advertising  in  mother  and  baby 
magazines  including  Mother  and 
Baby,  Parents  and  Practical 
Parenting.  Reckitt  &  Colman. 
Tel:  0482  26151. 


Pure  &  Simple 
spend  £3.5m 

A  new  £3. 5m  television  campaign 
for  Pure  &  Simple,  takes  up  the 
theme  of  their  recent  Press 
advertisement  and  stresses  that 
their  skin  care  treatments  are  '  'a 
balanced  diet  for  your  face ' ' . 

The  advertisement  has  been 
created  by  top  beauty 
photographer  Terence  Donovan. 

The  initial  campaign  runs  from 
February  27  to  the  end  of  March  in 
all  television  areas,  and  will  be 
repeated  during  the  year. 

In  addition,  the  range  is  being 
supported  by  a  Press  campaign 
from  May  in  a  range  of  magazines 
including  Vogue  and  Fitness. 
Beecham  Toiletries.  01-560 5151. 

Gillette 
shaving  gel 
promotion 

Gillette  shaving  gel  will  be 
supported  by  an  on-pack 
promotion  offering  a  free  Gillette 
Contour  Plus  razor. 

Consumers  can  send  for  the 
razor  (worth  £  1 . 59)  by  sending  an 
on-pack  leaflet  together  with  a 
receipt  as  proof  of  purchase. 

The  promotion  will  run  until 
mid-April,  and  will  be  supported 
with  a  £l.lm  television 
advertising  spend.  Gillette  UK. 
Tel:  01-560  1234. 


Philips  have  a  new  Ladyshave 
Washable  with  an  improved 
shaving  system  of  four  high 
performance  timers,  rather  than 
two  as  in  the  existing  model. 

The  HP2703  is  fully 
waterproof,  says  Philips,  and  will 
be  available  in  two  colours  —  ruby 
or  mint  -  (£11.95). 

Philips  have  also  developed  a 
new  rechargable  model,  the  HP 
2741 ,  similar  to  the  battery  model 
with  a  wall  mountable  charge  unit. 
An  eight-hour  charge  gives  50 
minutes  shaving  (£22.95). 

Philips  suggest  that  the 
rechargable  sector  accounts  for 
around  4.5  per  cent  of  the  total 
1988  market. 

The  current  signature  range 
will  also  be  re-styled  with  eye- 
catching graphics.  Philips 
Domestic  Appliances.  Tel:  01-689 
2166. 


Togs  are  now  tailored  to  give  a 
different  distribution  of  ultra 
absorbency  for  boys  and  girls. 
The  "for  him"  and  "for  her" 
nappies  are  available  in  the  infant, 
toddler  and  childsize  ranges. 
Newborn  is  unisex. 

The  nappies  are  all  made  with 
"environment  friendly"  pulp 
which  is  flashed  on  pack.  They 
now  have  a  "perfect  fit"  frontal 
band,  and  guidelines  to  help 
mothers  get  that  fit.  Fixing  the 
nappies  is  made  easier  by  the 
addition  of  strong,  resealable 
plastic  tapes. 

The  "for  him"  have  a  blue 
elasticated  waistband  and  blue 
guidelines  while  "for  her"  have 
these  features  in  pink.  The 
newborn  packs  have  these 
features  in  green. 

The  togs  range  has  also  been 
rationalised  to  seven  packs  for 


Carronshore  Marketing  are  to 
launch  a  range  of  nine  products 
under  the  name  of  La  Via  Lattea 
(pronounced  lat-iya)  in  May. 

The  range  is  based  on  milk, 
and  is  said  to  be  rich  in  vitamins, 
proteins,  mineral  salts  and  lipids. 
Manufactured  in  Italy,  it  is  said  to 
be  free  from  synthetic  ingredients 
and  artificial  colours  . 

The  range  is  to  include  a 
cleansing  bar  and  a  frequent  use 


easy  selection  by  the  consumer 
and  for  on-shelf  display  in  the 
trade.  Newborn  come  in  packs  of 
60,  infant  in  46,  toddler  in  40  and 
childsize  in  38  (all  £6.95).  Each 
case  contains  four  packs.  A 
toddler  "for  him"  and  "for  her" 
will  be  available  from  early  April. 

The  £8m  marketing  spend 
includes  a  £6m  campaign  featuring 
a  new  40-second  television 
commercial  starting  the  beginning 
of  April  plus  a  four-sheet  poster 
campaign  on  3,000  sites  and 
double-page  spread  advertising  in 
June  issues  of  the  mother  and 
baby  and  general  women's  Press. 

Tokens  for  the  Togler  catalogue, 
which  contains  a  selection  of  free 
toys  and  clothes  for  babies  and 
toddlers,  will  be  incorporated  on 
top  of  the  packs.  Swaddlers  Ltd. 
Tel:  091  4825566. 


milk  shampoo  (£2.25).  A  cleansing 
milk  and  flower  water  tonic 
(£3.75)  and  a  moisturising  milk 
and  body  milk  (£4.75 each).  There 
is  a  concentrated  nightly 
nourishing  cream  at  £4.95,  and 
two  sizes  of  cream  bath,  500ml 
and  750ml  (£5.95  and  £7.50). 

The  company  is  also  offering 
Welly  Boat  and  ballet  slipper 
soaps.  Carronshore  Marketing. 
Tel:  0324  554211. 


Joytime  for 
sleepy  babies 

Joytime  Continentals  have 
launched  their  Spring  range  of  all- 
in-one  babies'  sleepers. 

The  new  range  is  made  up  of 
four  styles  including:  The  terry 
variety  in  lemon  or  mint;  soft 
brushed  terry  sleepers  in  powder 
blue  or  dusty  pink;  fitted  sleepers 
and  continental  style  baggys'  in  a 
soft  cotton-polyester  mix.  Each 
design  features  a  host  of  attractive 
prints  and  motifs  in  bright  colours, 
say  Joytime. 

The  "baggy"  sleepers  offer 
"busy  designs  of  circus  fun"  and 
the  other  design  is  plain  white  with 
a  choice  of  red  or  mint  toes,  cuffs 
and  collars,  and  a  strawberry-  motif 
on  the  chest. 

The  fitted  sleepers  are 
available  in  varying  soft  pastel  and 
ice  cream  shades,  or  brilliant 
primary  colour  mixes.  Motifs 
include  stripes,  bows  and  fruits. 
The  brushed  terry  selection  is 
available  in  white  with  pastel  pink 
or  blue  collar  sleeves  and  toes; 
and  the  plain  terry  sleepers  are 
available  in  a  choice  of  lemon  or 
mint,  both  with  white  chest  panels 
sporting  a  teddy  bear. 

The  garments  are  said  to  be 
fully  machine  washable  with  no 
risk  of  the  colours  running  or 
shrinkage  occuring.  Jovtime 
Continentals.  Tel:  01-278  9697. 

Mendle  add 
baby  'seat7 

A  new  baby  seat,  designed  to  fit 
securely  into  any  standard 
domestic  toilet  seat,  is  being 
added  to  Mendle 's  Early  Days 
range  of  babycare  products,  the 
company  says. 

The  smooth,  contoured  design 
of  this  new  seat  (£2.99)  makes  it 
comfortable  for  the  baby  to  use 
and  a  splash  guard  is  incorporated 
into  the  front,  they  say. 

Made  in  white  polypropylene, 
the  seat  can  also  be  sterilised  say 
Mendle  Ltd.  Tel:  0443  730784. 


Cider  vinegar 

Thorsons  are  publishing  The 
complete  Cider  Vinegar  on  March 
30. 

It  examines  the  composition 
and  manufacturing  techniques  of 
cider,  and  argues  that  it  acts  as  a 
healing  aid  for  a  wide  variety  of 
disorders. 

The  book  also  provides  a 
selection  of  "tasty,  healthy 
recipes".  Thorsons  Publishing 
Group  Ltd.  Tel:  0933440033. 


Togs  are  tailored 
for  tiny  tots 
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The  verdict 
you  can  be 
sure  of 

Gentle,  strong,  microporous  and 
suitable  for  many  of  the  most 
sensitive  skin  types  -  no  wonder 
Micropore  Dress-it  Tape  is  finding 
favour  with  more  and  more 
families. 

Our  big  new  colour  press 
campaign  breaks  this  spring  -  be 
prepared. 

Remember,  place  orders  for 
Micropore  Dress-it  Tape  at  David 
Anthony  Pharmaceuticals  or  your 
usual  wholesaler  during  March 
and  April  1989  and  you'll  receive 
a  free  E180  Scotch  VHS  video  tape 
-  one  tape  for  every  case. 


Micropore'  and  'Scotch'  are  all  trademarks 


Available  as  pads  in  two 
convenient  sizes  of  pre-cut  strips. 


3M 


Wholesale  Support 


Nationwide 
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EVANS  -Supporting  the  Pharmacy 
through  theWnolesaler. 
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ON  TV  NEXT  WEEK 


GTV  Grampian 
B  Border 
C  Central 

CTV  Channel  Islands 
LWT  London  Weekend 
C4  Channel  4 

U  Ulster                         SK  Sky 

G  Granada                       STV  Scotland  (central) 

A  Anglia                           Y  Yorkshire 

TSW  South  West              HTV  Wales  &  West 

TTV  Thames  Television       TVS  South 

TV-am  Breakfast               TT  Tyne  Tees 

Television 

Aquafresh: 

All  areas 

Day  &  Night: 

All  areas 

Endekay  Dental  Health  Gum:  G.Y.TVS.LWT.TT 

Energance: 

o  I  V         ,  A,n  1  V,  1  o  W ,  1  Vo,LW  1 

Finesse: 

All  areas  except  TVS 

Gold  Spot. 

CTV  RT\J  C  V  T\/C  TT 
ol  V,Dl  V,Li,i,  1  Vo,  I  1 

Grafic: 

All  areas 

Haliborange: 

1  V-am 

Immac: 

All  areas 

Insignia: 

All  areas 

Junior  Disprol: 

All  areas  except  LWT,C4  and  TV-am 

Rarvol. 

All  areas 

Lanacane  Creme: 

ti  I  V  ,L4 

Listerine: 

All  areas 

Nice  N  tasy. 

T  wit  n 
LW  1  ,C 

Nicrobrevin: 

All  areas 

Peaudouce  ultra  plus: 

All  areas  except  U 

Plax: 

All  areas  except  CTV 

Pulmo  Bailly: 

TT,Y,C 

Radox: 

All  areas  except  U,CTV,TTV,C4  and  TV-am 

Robitussin: 

All  areas 

Sanatogen  Vitamins: 

U,G,HTV,CTV,TSW,TVS,LWT,TTV,TT,C4 

Sinutab: 

All  areas  except  TV-am 

Solpadeine: 

All  areas 

Strepsils: 

All  areas 

Triogesic: 

TTV, CATVS 

Vantage  Products: 

ITV  National 

Vichy: 

All  areas  except  LWT  and  TV-am 

Don't  tamper 
with  Durex! 

LRC  are  introducing  new  tamper 
evident  packaging  into  their  Durex 
condom  range. 

All  packs  of  the  ten  Durex 
types  are  to  be  covered  up  with 
individual  cellophane  wrappers' 
incorporating  a  gold  coloured  easy 
tear  strip  for  ease  of  access,  say 
LRC. 

They  say  that  the  new 
cellophane  wrapping  will  ensure 
greater  product  protection  and 
enhance  Durex's  image. 

Durex  packs  of  12s  and  18s  are 
already  overwrapped,  and  packs 
of  three  are  being  wrapped  in 
March.  LRC  Products.  Tel: 
01-5272377. 


Brush  up! 

Helena  Rubinstein  are  offering 
make  up  brushes  free  with  the 
purchase  of  two  Helena 
Rubinstein  products,  of  which  one 


should  be  from  the  skin  care 
range. 

There  are  six  brushes  in  the 
set,  ranging  from  a  soft,  wide 
blusher  applicator  to  a  fine  brush 
ideal  for  eye  colour  strokes,  and 
are  presented  in  a  white,  quilted 
make-up  pochette. 

Helena  Rubinstein's  brush 
pochette  is  available  from  all 
stockists  nationwide  from  April  17 
to  April  29.  Helena  Rubinstein 
Ltd.  Tel:  01-979  7744. 


Cream  Silk 
in  focus 

Elida  Gibbs  have  decided  to  run 
two  major  covermounts  for 
Cream  in  1989. 

The  first  will  appear  on  the 
fashion  magazine  Complete  Kit  in 
March,  and  the  second  on 
Woman's  Own  in  September. 
Both  of  these  will  be  backed  by 
editorial,  and  will  provide  the 
opportunity  for  exposure  to  some 
4,000,000  potential  users,  sav 
Elida  Gibbs.  Tel:  01-4861200.  " 


Youll 

bG 
Shocked. 


Panasonic  Industrial  UK  (a  division  of  Panasonic  UK  Ltd), 
280-290  Bath  Road.  Slough.  Berks  SL1  6JG  Telephone:  0753  73181 


mm 


vm  vm  '// 


salmon  pure 

fish  I  oil  caDsules 


A  major  health  food  publication  advertising  and  editorial 
campaign  has  been  launched  to  promote  the  latest 
superior  fish  oil  product  —  Salmon  Pure. 

Four  capsules  taken  as  part  of  regular  daily  diet  is 
equivalent  to  eating  half  a  pound  of  fresh  salmon. 

Salmon  Pure  fish  oil  has  the  richest  source  of  0mega-3,  a 
combination  of  acids  credited  with  giving  fish  oil  its 
amazing  properties. 

Distributed  by 
Health  Laboratories  Lid 
Bayford  Industrial  Estate,  London  E8  3SE 
Tel:  01-985  8211/2   Fax:81-985  2953 
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complan's  changed.  it's  not  just  for  little  old 
ladies  or  sick  people  anymore. 

we've  given  it  a  brand  new  image  to  appeal  to 
your  younger,  fitter  customers. 

Sporty  types,  slimmers,  and  people  too  busy  to 
bother  with  lunch. 

there's  a  new  range,  with  smart  new  packaging, 

More  popular 
with  the  blue  rinse 
brigade  than  ever 

BEFORE. 

and  a  million  pound  ad  campaign  in  the  press  and 
on  television. 

Explaining  how  Complan  fits  into  a  healthy 
balanced  diet. 

of  course  you'll  still  get  the  old  faithfuls  in 
for  their  weekly  box  of  natural. 

but  there'll  be  new  customers  too.  and  with  all 
the  extra  trade,  you  could  well  use  a  box  yourself. 


Devil  of  a 


Janssen  test  OTC  ibuprofen 


campaign 

Dendron  are  using  a  national  TV- 
am  to  mount  a  campaign  for  a 
range  of  products,  including  Stain 
Devils. 

The  campaign  will  run 
thoughout  May ,  June  and  July  and 
will  be  backed  by  a  Press 
campaign  in  a  range  of  women's 
magazines  including  Womans 
Own,  Woman,  Womans  Realm, 
Womans  Weekly,  Best,  Ideal 
Home,  Good  Housekeeping, 
House  and  Garden,  Homes  and 
Gardens,  Woman  and  Home, 
Family  Circle. 

The  Press  campaign  will  focus 
on  Dendron 's  Colour  Run  and  the 
range  of  Stain  Devil  products. 

The  campaign  will  stress  the 
products'  ability  to  cope  with 
mixed  wash  accidents  and  on  the 
childproof  caps  on  Stain  Devils. 
Dendron  Ltd.  Tel:  0923229251. 


The  product  licence  of  Tagamet 
has  been  extended  to  include 
treatment  of  ulcers  associated 
with  non  steroidal  anti- 
inflammatory drugs  (NSAIDs). 
Uses  now  include  treatment  of 
duodenal  and  benign  gastric 
ulceration  and  symptoms 
associated  with  NSAIDs. 

Smith  Kline  &  French  say 
their  research  has  shown 
considerable  co-prescribing  of 
cimetidine  with  anti-inflammatory 
agents. 

An  estimated  29  per  cent  of 
patients  in  genera]  practice,  taking 


Doralese  Tiltab  is  a  treatment  for 
enlarged  prostate  now  available 
from  Bridge  Pharmaceuticals. 

Indoramin,  an  alpha- 
adrenoceptor  agonist,  is  the  active 
ingredient  and  it  increases  the 
flow  of  urine  in  benign  prostate 
hypertrophy  (BPH). 

About  a  third  of  men  over  the 
age  of  50  and  almost  all  70-year  old 
men  have  an  enlarged  prostate. 
Manufacturer  Bridge 
Pharmaceuticals,  division  of  Smith 
Kline  &  French  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Welwyn  Garden  City, 
Hertfordshire  AL7  1EY 
Description  Pale  yellow, 
biconvex,  triangular  film-coated 
tablets  with  a  projection  on  each 
side,  each  contains  20mg  indoramin 
Uses  Urinary  outflow  obstruction 
due  to  benign  prostatic 
hypertrophy,  particularly  where 
surgery  is  contra-indicated  or 


Janssen  Pharmaceutical  are  to  test 
market  Inoven  caplets  —  an  otc 
ibuprofen  -  in  the  Central 
Television  area. 

The  pharmacy  only  product, 
being  launched  on  March  6,  is  to 
be  television  advertised  from 
March  20,  say  Janssen,  but  is 
available  only  to  pharmacists  in  the 
Central  TV  region. 

Inoven  comes  as  sugar-coated 
caplets  (capsules-shaped  tablets) 
each  containing  ibuprofen  200mg. 
The  caplets  are  white  with  the 
product  name  printed  in  red. 

The  product  is  indicated  for 
relief  of  headache,  symptoms  of 
colds  and  'flu,  muscular  pain, 
rheumatic  pain,  backache, 
neuralgia,  migraine,  period  pain 
and  dental  pain. 

The  dose  for  adults  and 
children  over  12  years  old  is  two 
caplets  with  water,  followed  by 
one  or  two  caplets  every  four 
hours  if  necessary  but  no  more 


NSAIDs  for  chronic  arthritis, 
suffer  gastro-intestinal  side 
effects. 

About  70  per  cent  of  these 
patients  are  treated  for  gastro- 
intestinal symptoms  and  a  quarter 
receive  an  H;  receptor 
antagonist,  says  the  company. 

The  warnings  for  Tagamet 
now  include  the  need  for  care  to 
be  taken  when  treating  patients 
with  a  history  of  gastric  ulcer 
especially  the  elderly,  who  are 
also  on  a  NSAID  should  be 
observed  regularly.  Smith  Kline 
&  French  Ltd.  Tel:  0707325111. 


somewhat  delayed 
Dosage  20mg  twice  a  day  which 
may  be  increased  by  20mg  at  two- 
weekly  intervals,  to  a  maximum  of 
lOOmg  a  day  in  divided  doses.  In 
the  elderly,  20mg  at  night  may  be 
adequate 

Side  effects  Drowsiness  or 
sedation  at  beginning  of  treatment 
or  if  dose  is  increased  too  rapidly, 
usually  responds  to  dose 
reduction.  Dry  mouth,  weight 
gain,  dizziness,  nasal  congestion, 
retrograde  ejaculation  and 
depression 

Contraindications,  warnings 

etc  As  for  other  preparations 
containing  indoramin,  see  Data 
Sheet 

Supply  restrictions  POM 
Packs  Blister  packs  of  60  tablets, 
£8.40  trade 

Product  licence  0002/0168 
Issued  March  1989 


than  six  in  24  hours.  It  is  not 
suitable  for  children  under  12 
years  old. 

The  product  comes  in  packs  of 
12  (£0.70  rsp),  24  (£1.40)  and  48 
(£2.65)  caplets.  Janssen 
Pharmaceutical  Ltd.  Tel:  0235 
772966. 


Kodak  POS 

New  point-of-sale  material  for 
Kodachrome  200  film  is  now 
available. 

A  counter  card  features  a 
Ferrari  Testarosa,  with  the  line 
"The  new  Kodachrome  —  now 
faster  at  200  ISO". 

The  display  card  will 
encourage  consumers  to  take  on 
of  the  information  leaflets  on  the 
new  film  and  the  POS  pack 
contains  50  leaflets,  say  Kodak 
Ltd.  Tel:  0442  61122. 


new  packs 

Glaxo  Laboratories  are 
rationalising  the  pack  sizes  in  their 
dermatology  range  as  a  move 
towards  original  pack  dispensing 
of  topical  products. 

The  company  says  it  asked 
some  300  dermatologists  and 
42,000  GPs,  to  identify  tube  sizes 
they  considered  most 
appropriate.  Results  indicated 
that  30g,  for  acute  treatment,  and 
lOOg  for  chronic  use,  were 
considered  most  appropriate.  So 
Glaxo  are  removing  15g  and  25g 
tubes  from  their  range  of  topical 
steroids. 

Betnovate,  Betnovate  N  and 
Dermovate  cream  and  ointment 
are  now  available  only  in  30g  and 
lOOg  tubes  and  Betnovate  C  in 
30g.  Dermovate  NN,  Eumovate 
and  Trimovate  25g  tubes  will  be 
replaced  by  30g,  (for  new  prices 
(see  C&D  Price  List).  New  packs 
will  be  phased  in  as  existing  stock 
is  exhausted. 

Packs  of  Betnovate  lotion  and 
Dermovate  scalp  application 
remain  unchanged  at  present.  In 
the  Summer,  the  company  plans 
to  introduce  patient  information 
leaflets  for  its  dermatology  range. 
Glaxo  Laboratories  Ltd.  Tel: 
01-4223434. 


Genotropin 

Kabi  have  introduced  a  multiple 
dose  vial  of  Genotropin  which 
contains  12iu  of  somatotropin. 
A  3ml  vial  of  water  for 


Radox  goes 
for  a  natural 
habitat 

Nicholas  Laboratories  are 
launching  a  £1.8m  television 
campaign  in  support  of  their 
Radox  herbal  bath,  bath  salts  and 
showerfresh  ranges. 

The  campaign  breaks  on 
February  20,  with  Radox  herbal 
bath  and  bath  salts,  and  will  run 
nationwide  across  February  and 
March  on  both  ITV  and  Channel  4 
networks.  A  second  burst  running 
through  May  and  June  will  feature 
all  three  products,  with  support 
for  Radox  Showerfresh  continuing 
until  August. 

The  campaign  shows  wildlife 
animals  bathing  and  showering  in 
their  natural  environments. 
Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd.  Tel: 
0753  23971. 


injections  containing  0.25  per  cent 
m-cresol,  is  included  in  the 
multidose  pack  (£91.50  trade). 
Reconstituted  vials  may  be 
refrigerated  for  up  to  two  weeks. 
Kabivitrum  Ltd.  Tel:  0895  51144. 

New  use  for 
Iodine 

Lodine  (etodolac  200mg)  is  now 
indicated  for  use  in  osteo-arthritis 
as  well  as  rheumatoid  arthritis. 

The  dosage  range  approved 
for  osteo-arthritis  is  400mg  to 
600mg  daily  and  trials  indicate 
600mg  of  etodolac  daily  to  be 
effective,  say  Wyeth  Laboratories. 
Tel:  06286  4377 . 


BRIEFS 


Searle  are  replacing  100  tablet 
bottles  with  blister  packs  for  the 
following  products:  Aldactone 
25mg  (£8.98),  50mg  (£17.96), 
lOOmg  (£35.92);  Aldactide  25mg 
(£15.33)  and  50mg  (£28.96,  all 
prices  trade).  Searle  Pharm- 
aceuticals. Tel:  0494  447872. 

Ascabiol  emulsion's  pack  has  been 
changed  to  100ml  (£0.97)  and 
Intraval  sodium  2.5  per  cent,  0.5g 
is  available  in  25s  instead  of  10s 
(£27.55,  both  prices  trade),  say 
Rhone-Poulenc  Ltd.  Tel:  01-592 
3060. 

Rhone-Poulenc  say  the  name  of 
Veractil  has  been  changed  to 
Nozinan  and  all  products 
containing  methotrimeprazine  are 
now  available  under  one  name. 
The  price  is  unchanged.  Rhone- 
Poulenc  Ltd.  Tel:  01-592  3060. 


PRESCRIPTION  SPECIALITIES 


Tagamet  and  non-steroidals 


Glaxo 


Doralese  Tiltabs 
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NOW  YOU  CAN  HELP 
BREAK  THE 
HABIT 


stop  smoicii^  SOTPorr  c 


COMPLETE  28  DAY  PLAN 


When  your  customers  have  made  the  decision 
to  stop  smoking,  Nicobrevin  can  help  break 
the  habit. (1) 

Nicobrevin  is  a  complete  28  day  course  of  easy-to- 
take  capsules  designed  to  provide  progressive 
support  when  giving  up  smoking  by: 

Reducing  the  craving  for  cigarettes. 

Helping  to  counteract  withdrawal 
symptoms. 

At  £9.45,  each  complete  course  is  less  than  the 
average  cost  of  a  week's  cigarettes. 

To  help  you  and  your  customers  make  an  informed 
choice,  there  is  a  full  pharmacy  support  package 
including  counselling  guides  with  demonstration  of 


efficacy,  as  well  as  consumer  leaflets  to  help  make 
the  decision  to  give  up  smoking. 

Nicobrevin  is  a  complete  28  day  plan. 

has  a  full  {¥}  product  licence. 

is  available  only  from  pharmacies. 

and  no  prescription  is  required. 

(1)  Brit.  J.  of  Clinical  Practice  Sept.  '88.  Conclusions:- 

'Nicobrevin  is  significantly  superior  to 
placebo  as  an  aid  to  stopping  smoking! 

'Significantly  more  patients  rated  their 
treatment  as  very  effective  in  the  active 
(Nicobrevin)  group! 

BREAK  THE  HABIT  WITH  NICOBREVIN 


iNTERCARE  Building  Brands  for  you  and  your  Customers 


COUNTER  PRESCRIBING  FACT  SHEET  PRESENTATION:  Gelatine  capsules  containing  Menthyl  Valerate  100mg  Quinine  BPC  1963  15mg  as  (he  active  ingredients  Other  ingredients  are 
Camphor  and  Oil  of  Eucalyptus  USES:  Nicobrevin  is  an  anti-smoking  preparation,  presented  as  a  full  4  week  course  PRINCIPAL  ACTION:  Nicobrevin  is  designed  to  provide  therapeutic 
support  for  people  trying  to  give  up  smoking  Nicobrevin  'eases'  the  withdrawal  syndrome  and  'cushions'  the  residual  effects  of  smoking  Quinine  reduces  the  craving  for  tobacco  by  slowing  down 
the  metabolism  of  nicotine  already  present  in  the  system  Due  to  its  anorexic  effects  Quinine  also  helps  to  neutralise  the  craving  for  food  Menthyl  Valerate  counteracts  the  irritability  and  anxiety 
associated  with  giving  up  smoking  RECOMMENDED  DOSAGE  SCHEDULE:  Nicobrevin  capsules  should  be  swallowed  whole  with  a  little  water  The  course  is  started  in  the  evening  and  should 
proceed  as  follows  First  evening  before  retiring  2  capsules:  2nd-7th  morning  on  an  empty  stomach  1  capsule  2nd-7th  evening  before  retiring  2  capsules  8th- 14th  morning  on  an  empty 
stomach  1  capsule  8th-  14th  evening  before  retiring  1  capsule  15th-28th  evening  before  retiring  1  capsule  CONTRA-INDICATIONS,  WARNINGS  etc:  Warning  Do  not  exceed  the  stated 
dose  Use  in  pregnancy  The  use  of  Nicobrevin  during  pregnancy  is  not  recommended  PHARMACEUTICAL  PRECAUTIONS:  Nicobrevin  capsules  should  be  stored  in  a  cool,  dry  place  LEGAL 
CATEGORY:  PPRODUCT  LICENCE  HOLDER:  MILLER  OFGOLDEN  SQUARE  LIMITED  PRODUCT  LICENCE  NUMBER:  0274/0002R  DISTRIBUTOR:  Sole  distributor  of  Nicobrevin 
Capsules  in  the  U  K.  is  INTERCARE  PRODUCTS  LTD  ,  WOKINGHAM 

"Nicobrevin"  is  a  registered  trade  mark 


Nelsons  are  Nol! 
Nelsons  are  the  acknowledged  brand  leaders  in 
the  rapidly  increasing  market  for  OTC  homoeopathic 
products! 

Nelsons  remain  committed  to  very  generous  retail 
margins,  providing  the  highest  level  of  profitability  to 
the  Nelsons  stockist. 

Nelsons  National  Promotion 

Throughout  the  year,  we  shall  be  supporting  you  with  a 
powerful  and  continuous  national  press  advertising 
campaign,  Hayfever  radio  commercials,  a  new  series 
of  educational  leaflets  and  strong  point-of-sale 
materials.  Regionally,  our  targetted  public  relations 
programme  is  designed  to  lift  both  public  awareness  of 
homoeopathy  and  your  till  receipts! 


Leaders  of  British 


Nelsons  Introductory  Pack 

Benefit  from  the  fast  developing  public  awareness 
of  the  importance  of  homoeopathic  medicines. 
A  useful  introductory  pack  of  literature  is  available  if 
you  have  yet  to  venture  into  homoeopathy.  To  discuss 

this  important  profit  potential,  call 

Robert  Wilson  on  01  -946  8527. 


A  Nelson  &  Co  Ltd75  Endeavour  Way,  Wimbledon,  London  SW19  9UH 


eopathy  since  1860 


WHEN  YOU'RE  OUT  THERE  ON  YOUR  OWN, 
ISN'T  IT  NICE  TO  KNOW  WE'RE  ALWAYS  WITH  YOU. 


Companies  within  AAH  Pharmaceuticals 
have  been  serving  pharmacy  for  a  great 
many  years,  providing  sound,  reliable  deliveries 
on  time,  every  time,  always  or  you'll  know  the 
reason  why.  We  understand  that  when  you 
place  your  business  with  us  we  hold  your  repu- 
tation in  our  hands. 

We  believe  that  the  quality  of  our  service  is 
second  to  none  because  the  people  who  run  it 
are  second  to  none. 

Call  your  local  AAH  Pharmaceuticals 
Manager  now  and  we'll  prove  it  to  you. 


PHARMACEUTICALS 
LIMITED 

We're  always  there, 
we  always  care. 


Vestric    •    HILLS  PHARMACEUTICALS    •    MAWSON  &  PROCTOR 
HERBERT  FERRYMAN  •  sWi/ttimS  •  NORTHERN  PHARMACEUTICALS 


NEWS  REVIEW 


Stub  it  out 


Next  Wednesday,  March  8,  is  National  No  Smoking  Day.  This  year 
pharmacists  are  taking  a  greater  part  in  the  event.  What  have  you  got  lined 
up  to  help  people  who  want  to  kick  the  habit? 


There  cannot  be  many  people  who  do  not 
know  that  smoking  is  bad  for  your  health.  The 
risks  of  smoking  and  passive  smoking  are  well 
publicised.  Even  those  who  remain  sceptical 
because  there ' s  no  " proof '  will  now  have  to 
submit  after  a  recent  report  in  the  Journal  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  showed  a 
direct  link  between  smoking  and  heart  disease 
for  the  first  time.  Researchers  at  Harvard 
have  found  that  smokers  suffer  12  times  the 
level  of  ischaemia  during  day-to-day  activities 
than  non-smokers. 

Facts  and  figures  on  the  effects  of  smoking 
abound:  on  average  out  of  every  1 ,000  young 
adults  who  smoke  cigarettes  regularly  one  will 
be  murdered,  six  will  die  on  the  roads  and  250 
will  die  from  tobacco;  smoking  causes  50 
million  lost  working  days  a  year  and  costs  the 
NHS  about  £500m  annually.  In  1986  cigarettes 
and  other  smokers'  materials  caused  6,500 
accidental  fires  in  people's  homes  and  matches 
started  another  4,300.  As  a  result  almost  300 
people  died  and  over  2,500  were  injured. 

This  year  National  No  Smoking  Day 
coincides  with  International  Women's  Day 
giving  further  emphasis  to  the  effects  smoking 
can  have  on  women's  health.  Again  in  1986, 
lung  cancer  killed  1 1 ,51 1  women  and  will  soon 
overtake  breast  cancer  as  the  leading  cause  of 
death  among  women.  Smoking  increases  the 
risk  of  cervical  cancer  and  babies  whose 
mothers  smoke  are  at  a  greater  risk  of  sudden 
infant  death  syndrome  (cot  death). 

Despite  all  the  adverse  publicity  one  in 
three  adults  still  smoke.  Worse  still,  there  is 
a  growing  number  of  teenage  smokers  — 
latest  figures  published  by  the  Office  of 
Population  Censuses  and  Surveys  show  that 
in  1 986 , 1 0  per  cent  of  1 1  - 1 5  year  olds  smoked 
in  England  and  Wales.  Among  fifth  form  school 
children  30  per  cent  of  girls  and  19  per  cent  of 
boys  smoked.  The  Government  plans  to 
attack  this  aspect  of  the  problem  with  a  five 
year,  £llm  campaign  aimed  at  halving  teenage 
smoking  by  1993,  due  to  start  later  this  year. 

National  No  Smoking  Day  is  another 
means  of  highlighting  the  problems  and  helping 
the  nine  million  Britons  who  want  to  give  up 
smoking.  And  there  is  good  evidence  that  such 
action  days  help:  awareness  of  the  Day  among 
smokers  has  risen  from  82  per  cent  in  1984  to 
94  per  cent  last  year,  with  20  per  cent  of 
smokers  taking  part  in  the  Day  itself, 
according  to  the  organisers. 

A  survey  of  6,000  smokers  three  months 
after  the  1986  No  Smoking  Day  suggested 
that  50,000  smokers  had  given  up  for  good. 

Lots  of  people  are  planning  events  to  make 
this  year's  Day  even  more  successful, 
including  an  "advice  shop' '  in  the  Belfast  city 
centre  branch  of  the  Alliance  &  Leicester 
Building  Society,  a  plane  flying  the  National  No 
Smoking  Day  message  over  NE  London  and 
Essex,  a  mass  "jail  break"  by  police  in 
Hertford,  a  mobile  fitness  testing  caravan  in 
Dumfries,  Ash  tree  planting  in  Bromsgrove, 
Norwich  and  a  balloon  race  in  Ipswich. 


This  year  too,  pharmacists  will  have  a 
greater  involvement.  The  Royal 
Pharmaceutical  Society  has  donated  £5,000  to 
the  campaign  and  is  distributing  the 
Countdown  Calendar  leaflets  for  which 
pharmacies  are  the  major  source  this  year. 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
has  distributed  No  Smoking  Day  posters  as 
well  as  point  of  sale  posters  linked  to  its  "ask 
your  pharmacist"  advertising.  The  NPA  says 
it  is  grateful  to  Merrell  Dow  Pharmaceuticals 
who  stepped  in  at  the  last  minute  to  sponsor 
the  posters  after  the  original  sponsor  dropped 
out. 

NPA  branch  spokesmen  and 
Pharmaceutical  Society  branch  PROs  have 
been  sent  back-up  material  and  copies  of  a 
Press  release  which  has  gone  to  local 
newspapers  and  radio  stations  with  the  offer 
of  an  interview  with  a  pharmacist. 

One  of  the  NPA's  "Ask  your  pharmacist" 
advertisements,  based  on  the  ashtray 
illustration,  is  to  appear  in  the  national  Press 
next  Wednesday  (probably  in  one  quality  daily 
and  one  tabloid  newspaper). 

There  is  every  opportunity  for  individual 
pharmacies  to  get  involved  in  this  year's  No 
Smoking  Day  even  if  it's  only  by  putting  out 
the  Countdown  Calendars  and  Stop  Smoking 


posters  and  offering  advice. 

But  why  not  do  a  little  more:  you  could 
declare  your  pharmacy  a  '  'no  smoking  zone" 
for  the  day.  A  small  amount  of  counter  space 
could  be  given  to  the  a  "give-up  counselling 
centre"  with  leaflets,  wrist  bands,  and 
possibly  some  anti-smoking  products.  If  you 
are  familiar  with  using  a  peak  flow  meter  you 
could  try  borrowing  one  for  the  day  and  offer 
customers  free  lung  function  tests  and 
produce  a  chart  of  results  comparing  smokers 
with  non  smokers.  If  you  do  not  know  how  to 
use  a  peak  flow  meter  it  may  be  possible  to 
persuade  someone  from  a  local  hospital  lung 
function  clinic  or  doctor's  surgery  to  come 
over  to  the  pharmacy  for  a  few  hours  to  do  the 
testing  for  you. 

There  are  lots  of  other  possibilities  too, 
such  as  running  a  prize  quiz  linked  to  smoking 
and  its  effects  on  health. 

Your  event  could  even  win  a  prize.  The 
National  No  Smoking  Day  organisers  are 
offering  a  first  prize  of  £500  and  a  Smokerlyzer 
for  analysing  carbon  monoxide  in  the  breath, 
and  two  runner  up  prizes  of  £100  each  for  the 
best  idea.  To  enter  just  write  down  brief 
details  of  what  the  event  was,  how  well  it 
worked,  how  many  people  organised  it,  how 
much  media  coverage  it  received  (include  any 
Press  cuttings)  and  how  you  would  spend  the 
£500  on  smoking  education  work.  Send 
entries  to  Judith  Watt,  National  No  Smoking 
Day  co-ordinator,  Health  Education 
Authority,  Hamilton  House,  Mabledon  Place, 
London  WC1H9TX. 
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WS  FROM  GERMANY 


USAiivins 

BASF,  the  giant  worldwide  chemicals  firm, 
have  announced  they  are  changing  their  plans 
to  establish  a  genetic  R&D  centre  at  their 
headquarters  in  Ludwigshafen.  Amid  rumours 
that  Spain  and  Great  Britain  were  also  under 
consideration,  the  company  has  instead 
decided  in  favour  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Claiming  that  the  climate  of  opinion,  both 
among  the  general  public  and  in  Government, 
is  at  best  only  lukewarm  about  genetic 
technology  and  that  excessive  restrictions 
exist,  BASF  clearly  want  to  avoid  the  example 
of  Hoechst,  whose  brand  new  DM  70  million 
plant  for  producing  human  insulin  by  genetic 
engineering,  has  lain  idle  for  months. 


Education 
changes 

For  pharmacists,  proposed  alterations  to  their 
training  has  replaced  1988's  preoccupation 
with  health  funding  reforms.  Under  the 
pressure  of  the  need  to  belatedly  conform  with 
EEC  requirements  for  mutual  recognition  of 
diplomas,  the  Government  has  announced, 
after  years  of  debate,  that  from  September 
1989,  the  present  three  and  a  half  year 
undergraduate  course  is  to  be  increased  to 
four  years. 

The  average  length  of  the  actual  time  taken 
by  the  11,000  students  at  the  18  German 
universities  offering  pharmacy  courses  is 
currently  five  years,  despite  a  strict  selection 
process.  Some  of  their  time  is  taken  up,  due 
to  differences  in  the  higher  education  system, 
with  material  studies  at  'A'  level  in  the  UK, 
but  the  work  load,  particularly  in  terms  of 
practical  classes,  is  extremely  heavy.  Thus  at 
present,  these  account  for  67  per  cent  of  the 
course  (and  will  only  fall  by  5  per  cent  after  the 
reforms)  compared  to  a  mere  46  per  cent  in 
England  and  Wales.  Teaching  is  to  be  split 
between  lectures  (attendance  at  which  is  not 
recorded)  and  compulsory  seminars  and 
practicals. 

Students  face  three  examinations.  The 
first,  after  two  years,  will  continue  as  the 
unpopular  multiple  choice  tests  in  chemistry , 
pharmaceutical  biology  and  analysis,  followed 
two  years  later,  by  20-40  minute  individual,  or 
small  group  oral  examinations  in  the  same 
subjects  with  the  addditional  topics  of 
pharmaceutical  formulations,  pharmacology 
and  toxicology. 

After  the  pre-registration  year  (organised 
along  roughly  the  same  lines  as  in  the  UK), 
students  have  their  final  examination, 
consisting  of  an  oral  on  law  and  practice 


relating  to  pharmacy.  Before  the  first 
examination,  students  have  to  spend  12 
weeks  working  in  retail  or  industry. 

The  reforms  intend  relatively  minor 
changes  to  the  amounts  of  time  spent  in  the 
broad  disciplines  of  chemistry,  biology, 
medicine,  pharmacy  and  health  but  there  is 
now  fierce  debate  as  to  whether  pharmacy 
students  should  learn  more  about  medicine 
(one  academic  has  suggested  they  should  be 
jointly  taught  preclinical  subjects,  apart  from 
anatomy,  with  medical  students).  This  idea 
was  rejected  by  two  other  professors,  who 
urged  more  emphasis  on  pharmacological 
chemistry  or  molecular  pharmacology,  rather 
than  attempting  to  give  students  a  superficial 
knowledge  of  medicine. 


window  dressing,  the  lack  of  a  uniform  worn 
by  his  staff,  an  area  of ' '  dead  space ' '  inside  the 
shop,  the  presence  of  steps  at  the  entrance, 
the  lack  of  directions  to  a  large,  reserved 
parking  area  behind  the  premises  and 
inadequate  use  of  special  offers  on  GSL  items. 

Apart  from  suggestions  for  overcoming 
these  shortcomings,  he  was  also  advised  to 
install  an  automatic  door  and  increase  the 
exploitation  of  the  short  and  easily 
remembered  name  of  his  pharmacy  (he 
already  produces  car  stickers  and  seems  to 
have  made  every  conceivable  use  of '  'bear' ' 
in  his  advertising,  has  held  childrens'  poster 
competitions,  a  charity  street  fair  and 
introduced  the  shop's  own  credit  card!). 

It  was  felt  that  the  establishment  of  a 
waiting  and  consultation  area  would  also  be 
beneficial  and  that  the  ability  and  readiness  of 
staff  to  give  informed  advice  should  be 
improved.  In  addition,  the  positioning  of  the 
computer  screen  in  the  dispensary  should  be 
altered,  so  that  the  user  did  not  lose  visual 
contact  with  the  customer  when  looking  at  it 
for  information. 

This  idea  of  using  an  existing  pharmacy  as 
a  model  for  discussing  the  otherwise  rather 
dry  and  theoretical  topic  of  marketing  was  a 
great  success  with  the  participants,  even  if 
they  felt  that  all  the  suggestions  could  not  be 
applied  to  their  own  businesses. 


Cosmetics  in 


Marketing  pharmacies 

Product  quality  good,  prices  reason; 

workshop 


Bearing  his  soul  to  200  fellow  pharmacists,  the 
owner  of  the  Bear  Pharmacy  on  the  residential 
outskirts  of  a  small  town  near  Stuttgart 
recently  revealed  details  of  his  15  year  old 
business  at  a  weekend  management  workshop 
run  by  his  regional  branch,  in  exchange  for 
advice  as  to  how  he  could  improve  it. 

The  workshop,  led  by  a  marketing  expert, 
began  with  a  close  analysis  of  the  opportunities 
offered  by  the  location  of  the  pharmacy  and  the 
•  structure  of  his  customer  population. 
Weaknesses  idenfitied  by  his  colleagues,  who 
were  split  up  into  small  working  groups,  were 
many. 

They  included  an  unfriendly,  dark  brown 
exterior  paint  that  contrasted  markedly  with 
a  light  and  enviably  spacious  interior  (his  shop 
had  undergone  a  refit  in  1986),  mediocre 

These  reports  come  from  a  correspondent 
with  acknowledgements  to  the  German 
pharmaceutical  Press:  Deutsche  Apotheker 
Zeitioig  and  Pharmazeutische  Zeitung. 


Product  quality  good,  prices  reasonable, 
advice  poor  —  was  the  verdict  of  the 
consumer  magazine  Test  on  cosmetics  sold  in 
pharmacies. 

A  branch  of  the  business  somewhat 
frowned  upon  in  earlier  times  by  the 
traditionalist  diehards,  cosmetics  are 
increasingly  sold  in  pharmacies,  although  Test 
found  that  false  eyelashes  are  still  considered 
too  trivial  an  item  to  be  on  the  shelves. 
Whereas  back  in  1975,  pharmacies  had  only  4 
per  cent  off  the  total  cosmetic  market,  their 
share  is  now  10  per  cent,  with  the  emphasis  on 
the  top  "pharmacy-exclusive"  end  of  the 
business. 

Test  was  sceptical  about  some  of  the  claims  | 
that  these  products  were  of  superior  quality, 
more  "hypo-allergenic' '  and  made  from  more 
natural  ingredients  than  others  sold  by 
drugstores  and  perfumeries.  The  magazine 
also  viewed  the  claimed  "complete 
declaration  of  all  ingredients"  with  a  degree  of 
disbelief. 

But  the  suggestion  of  over-charging  was 
refuted  by  Test  which  reserved  its  greatest 
criticism  for  the  quality  of  advice  on  cosmetics 
given  by  pharmacists,  who  it  is  felt,  should 
become  better  informed  about  them. 
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modifbst 


Cwiipsiluwi 

Enter  the  Modifast  display  competition  NOW 
and  give  yourself  an  opportunity  to  WIN,  for 
the  most  attractive  display. 
r«gMB|l  A  Caribbean  Holiday  for  one  or  two 
;  j/?j-e    people  (Worth  £1500)  +  £500 
jJ_W^J  \  towards  the  cost  of  a  Locum. 

Three  runner-up  prizes  of  Satellite 
Dishes  (Sky  or  BSB  —  your  choice!) 

Twenty  prizes  of  Electra-Thin 
Digital  Scales. 


A  prize  draw  for  all  1  f^V~ 

your  customers    I  K|^>|VI~W 

who  purchase  )  VJ)  I  0 \ 
Modifast.  By 
completing  a  prize  draw  entry  form  all 
customers  will  have  a  chance  to  win  one 
of  50  sets  of  Salter  Electra- 
Thin  digital  scales. 


A  prize  draw 
competition  for 
your  Counter  Staff 
for  each  pack  of 
Modifast  sold. 
Just  by  putting 
their  name  and 
p  address  on  the  consumer  prize 
n  entry  form,  they  will  have  a 
nee  to  win  one  of  100  Phillips 
('dryers. 



COMPETITION  DETAILS 

Display  Modifast  products  in  the  window  or 
within  the  shop. 

Take  a  photograph  of  the  display  and  send  it  to 
KPL  together  with  the  slip  below. 
Closing  date  for  entries  is  Tuesday,  30th  May, 
1989. 

All  entries  will  be  examined  by  the  judges,  their 
decision  is  final  and  no  correspondence  will  be 
entered  inio. 

Winners  will  be  notified  by  post  and  the  names 
will  be  available  on  request  after  the  closing 
date  of  the  competition. 

The  competition  is  not  open  to  employees  of 
KPL  or  their  families. 

IPLETE  AND  DETACH  THE  SLIP  BELOW  AND  SEND  WITH  YOUR  PHOTOGRAPH*  TO 

10DIFAST  DISPLAY  COMPETITION,  Kent  Pharmaceuticals  Limited,  Wotton  Road,  Ashford,  Kent  TN23  2LL. 

Complete  the  following  in  no  more  than  10  words: 
Modifast  is  the  professional  diet  because 


AME 


IDDRESS 


EL  NO: 

PLEASE  PRINT  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  ON  REAR  OF  PHOTOGRAPHS 


KENT' 

Pharmaceuticals  j 


PERSONAL  OPINION 


Three  years  on  from  the  Nuffield  Report  and  still  there  appears  to  be  no  coherent  action  on  new  roles.  One  pharmacist 
at  least  feels  the  profession  should  act,  and  act  now,  to  begin  to  realise  its  potential. 


Deeds  now,  money  later 


In  the  1940's  and  earlier,  so  we  are  told,  there 
was  a  chemist's  shop  in  most  towns  where 
anyone  suffering  from  toothache  could,  if  they 
were  able  to  pluck  up  enough  courage,  go  into 
a  backroom  and  the  chemist  would  remove  the 
offending  tooth.  It  usually  cost  about  one 
shilling,  excluding  anaesthetic.  But  if  you  were 
desperate,  I  suppose  it  was  worth  it! 

Pulling  out  aching  teeth  was  one  of  the 
sidelines  which  chemists  sometimes 
practised.  It  added  to  their  income,  and  with 
not  all  that  much  dispensing  to  be  done  in  some 
parts,  it  became  necessary  to  diversify. 

In  1948,  with  the  advent  of  the  National 
Health  Service,  the  fortunes  of  most  chemists 
changed  for  the  better.  Dispensing 
prescriptions  kept  them  busy  and  those  who 
had  previously  provided  additional  services, 
such  as  tooth  extractions,  disappeared  as  the 
new  regulations  no  longer  allowed  these 
practices. 

As  we  went  into  the  1950's  chemists  (now 
becoming  more  popularly  known  as 
pharmacists)  continued  to  progress.  A  new 
generation  of  doctors,  dentists,  pharmacists 
and  opticians  provided  free  services  for 
everyone,  and  demand  continued  to  grow. 

New  drugs,  such  as  antibiotics,  made  a 
pharmacist's  job  more  demanding  in  that 
patients  needed  more  information  about  how 
to  take  their  medicines  so  as  to  gain  the 
greatest  benefit.  In  country  areas  with  no  local 
pharmacy,  doctors  continued  to  dispense. 
This  was  often  the  only  way  patients  could  get 
their  medicines,  and  was  probably  seen  as  a 
continuation  of  what  had  been  normal  practice 
prior  to  1948. 

Professional  wrangling 

Since  those  days  we  have  seen  a  lot  of  inter- 
professional wrangling  in  rural  areas  where 
doctors  see  dispensing  as  a  source  of  extra 
income  and  a  boost  to  their  pension  prospects. 
Most  members  of  the  public  would  like  to  have 
a  pharmacy  in  their  rural  area,  but  not  strongly 
enough  to  say  that  they  would  let  the 
pharmacist  dispense  their  prescriptions, 
without  which  the  pharmacy  would  not  be 
viable. 

It  was  a  sad  reflection  when  it  was  once 
reported  that  in  a  particular  village,  the  public 
preferred  their  doctor  to  dispense  their 
medicines  because  they  were  not  very 
impressed  with  the  way  in  which  their  local 
pharmacy  operated! 

It  is  now  time  for  those  responsible  for 
maintaining  high  standards  —  The  Royal 
Pharmaceutical  Society  or  whoever  else  may 
have  something  to  say  —  to  act  to  ensure 
pharmacists  who  discredit  the  profession  are 
dealt  with.  The  Society  should  have  the  power 
to  close  down  a  pharmacy  which  does  not 
provide  the  public  with  a  first  class  service,  in 
clean  and  up  to  date  surroundings,  under  the 
control  of  an  up  to  date  pharmacist  who  is 
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Bolton  Family  Practitioner 
Committee  chairman  Jean  Rothwell, 

FRPharmS,  thinks  it's  time 
pharmacists  put  some  of  the  extra 
role  ideas  expounded  by  Nuffield  into 

practice  now  without  waiting  for 
money  first.  And  pharmacists  should 
look  to  prescription-related  tasks 
and  not  at  offering  services  that 
would  be  better  provided  by  other 
health  professionals 

clearly  in  charge  of  the  pharmacy. 

The  new  Contract  has  given  most 
pharmacies/pharmacists  the  security  they 
have  always  wanted.  We  now  have  a 
generation  or  more  of  highly  trained 
pharmacists  with  excellent  qualifications 
whose  expertise  is  under-utilised  in  many 
community  pharmacies.  It  is  suggested  that 
they  could  provide  a  whole  range  of  services 
to  the  public  eg  blood  pressure  readings  or 
testing  blood  and  urine  for  glucose,  etc.  But 
unless  they  can  prescribe  as  well,  they  cannot 
be  very  effective,  and  those  professionals 
whose  job  it  would  normally  be  to  perform 
these  tasks  would  quite  rightly  feel  aggrieved 
—  just  as  we  pharmacists  feel  that  doctors 
should  not  dispense  prescriptions. 

Looking  back  some  40  or  50  years  we  see 
how  chemists  had  to  look  around  for  sidelines 
to  supplement  their  income.  Fortunately  there 
is  no  need  for  that  today;  there  is  so  much  that 
pharmacists  can  do  to  improve  their  service, 
that  this  is  where  they  should  be  looking  now, 


and  not  tasks  that  are  better  left  to  other 
health  professionals. 

Even  when  dispensing  everyday 
prescriptions,  pharmacists  are  often  called 
upon  to  give  advice  about  how  and  when,  and 
for  how  long  a  medicine  should  be  taken  or 
used.  There  are  special  problems  associated 
with  elderly  patients  and  their  medicines  and 
dealing  with  these  can  be  time  consuming  but 
worthwhile.  Anyone  who  has  dealt  with  ethnic 
minority  patients  will  know  how  much  help 
some  of  them  need,  when  they  do  not  speak 
English,  and  often  send  someone  else  to 
collect  their  prescriptions. 

Supplying  medicines  to  private  or  local 
authority  nursing  and  residential  homes  is 
another  important  task  for  community 
pharmacists.  This  is  already  well  organised  in 
many  areas,  and  as  there  are  almost  as  many 
people  in  these  establishments  as  there  are  in 
NHS  hospitals,  they  are  entitled  to  expect  the 
same  standard  of  service  as  is  provided  by  our 
hospital  colleagues. 

It  is  almost  three  years  since  we  first  read 
the  Nuffield  Report.  Some  of  its  proposals 
could  be  implemented  without  delay.  That 
would,  at  least,  demonstrate  that  the 
profession  is  looking  towards  an  enhanced 
role.  For  example,  it  is  unusual  to  find  a 
pharmacy  where  there  is  an  area  for  patients 
to  discuss  their  medicines  with  the  pharmacist 
without  the  rest  of  the  shop  hearing  the 
conversation.  Some  of  the  large  companies 
are  particularly  lacking  in  this  facility,  and  one 
can't  help  feeling  that  they  could  give  the  lead 
for  the  rest  of  pharmacy. 

Advertising... 

There  is  a  good  case  for  allowing  pharmacists 
to  advertise  services.  For  example,  many 
provide  a  collection  and  delivery  service  for 
elderly  or  disabled  patients,  they  provide 

oxygen  therapy,  they  fit  elastic  hosiery  and  j 

trusses,  and  many  ostomy  patients  are  ! 

surprised  when  they  find  they  can  obtain  their  | 

appliances  from  their  local  pharmacy.  (They  j 

do  not  then  need  to  patronise  those  suppliers  I 

who  dispense  so  many  ostomy  prescriptions  I 
at  a  higher  cost  to  taxpayers!). 

Collective  advertising  could  be  used,  I 

under  the  control  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  I 

Committees,  once  the  Royal  Pharmaceutical  | 

Society  had  made  up  its  mind  what  sort  of  | 
advertising  is  to  be  allowed  in  the  future. 

We  might  well  ask  when  and  how  are  we  to  1 

be  paid  for  all  these  extra  services?  I  can  only  | 

say  that  any  community  pharmacist  who  is  I 

prepared  to  take  a  lead  with  some  of  these  « 

proposals  can  only  benefit.  Most  people  know  < 

when  they  are  getting  a  better  service,  and  I 

where  there  is  a  choice,  customers  will  vote  I 

with  their  feet!  Eventually  the  proposals  will  1 

become  mandatory,  so  you  can  only  benefit,  I 

unless  of  course  you  don '  t  care  a  tinkers  cuss  I 
for  your  profession,  or  it's  future. 
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Anne  French  has  really  taken  off. 


With  sales  rocketing  throughout  last  year,  the  launch 
of  Anne  French  Fragrance  Free  has  been  an  enormous  success. 

Together  with  Anne  French  Regular,  it  has  taken  off  and 
outsold  all  other  liquid  cleansers. 

With  a  o/i  million  national  promotional  spend  this  year 
their  success  is  bound  to  continue. 

So  be  sure  to  stock  Anne  French  if  you  want  your  sales 
to  take  off. 


OUT  &  ABOUT 


Colin  Doorbar,  a  community  pharmacist  from  Workington, 
Cumbria,  who  helped  deliver  medical  supplies  to  Poland 
last  year,  says  their  health  care  difficulties  make  our  NHS 
failings  pale  into  insignificanca 


Polish  experience 


When  I  was  asked  some  years  ago  to  "save 
medicines  for  Poland"  I  never  suspected  it 
would  lead  to  a  visit  to  the  country  to  deliver 
medicines,  foods,  milks  and  clothing. 

Polish  Aid  Allerdale  was  formed  by  a  small 
group  of  people  who,  for  a  variety  of  reasons, 
were  interested  in  helping  to  alleviate  the 
Polish  need  for  such  commodities.  A  nurse 
who  broke  a  leg  while  on  holiday  there  and  a 
British  citizen  of  Polish  birth  who  retains 
strong  links  with  his  native  land  are  among 
those  regularly  collecting  and 
sending  goods  to  Poland  either  by 
their  own  transport  or  via  the 
British  Polish  Aid  organisation. 

Last  year  I  accompanied  a 
member  of  the  Allerdale  group, 
Richard  Jakubowski,  to  Warsaw 
with  a  van  carrying  almost  one  ton 
of  supplies.  We  had  been  given  a 
free  passage  by  Polish  Ocean 
Lines  from  Purfleet  to  Gdynia, 
thus  reducing  the  total  overland 
journey  from  around  3,000  miles 
to  about  1,000.  My  wife,  Ann, 
who  is  an  SRN  and  RSCN 
expressed  an  interest  in  going  too 
and,  after  some  weeks  waiting  for 
a  passage,  this  was  finalised  at  our 
own  cost. 

After  a  number  of  changes  in 
travel  times  due  to  boiler  repairs 
on  the  ship  —  the  "Inowroclaw 
(pronounced  "Inovrotswaf")  we 
eventually  boarded  on  October  24  together 
with  a  trailer  containing  nearly  another  half  a 
ton  of  goods.  This  had  been  added,  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  by  Richard,  its  usual  use  being 
to  transport  his  few  sheep.  To  our  surprise 
and  relief,  the  ship  was  far  more  comfortable 
than  we  had  anticipated,  with  accommodation 
of  the  highest  order.  This  was  to  make  the  sail 
of  almost  three  days  each  way  much  more 
pleasant. 

A  request  from  a  customs  officer 

From  Purfleet  we  crossed  the  North  Sea, 
passed  through  the  Keil  Canal  and  docked  in 
Gdynia  in  the  early  hours  of  October  28. 
Customs  clearance  went  smoothly  with  a 
request  from  one  customs  officer  that,  on  our 
next  trip,  would  it  be  possible  to  bring  some 
cough  medicines  for  their  children?  This 
request  would  be  considered,  we  said. 

While  the  weather  was  dry  and  sunny 
there  had  been  a  noticeable  drop  in 
temperature  from  the  60°  F  in  Purfleet  to 
about  38°F  in  Gdynia.  The  landscape  too  was 
very  different,  with  a  predominance  of  eight  to 
twelve  storey  buildings  and  few  single  or  two 


storey  houses. 

At  7pm  we  arrived,  after  a  200  mile  drive 
and  puncture  on  the  trailer,  at  the  large  village 
of  Nowa  Miasta,  some  40  miles  north  of 
Warsaw  where  we  spent  the  night  with  the 
Parish  priest  —  another  first.  Using  Richard  as 
interpreter,  the  priest  asked  us  for  various 
medicines  for  his  parishioners  including 
Althemet  (a  brand  of  cimetidine)  for  a  man  with 
"boils  on  the  stomach"  and  Broncho  Vaxum, 
a  West  German  preparation,   for  the 


A  panoramic  view  of  Warsaw,  the  destination 
for  a  ton  of  supplies 

prevention  of  chest  infection.  The  latter 
contained  a  bacterial  mixture  which  I 
considered  of  very  dubious  efficacy.  We  had 
brought  some  Tagamet  400mg  tablets  and 
salbutamol  2mg  tablets  which  were  to  be 
supplied  under  medical  supervision. 

The  following  morning,  after  a  tour  of  the 
village,  we  drove  to  Warsaw  where  we  stayed 
for  the  next  five  days.  Ann  and  I  stayed  with 
Richard's  niece,  Ella,  her  husband,  Boydan 
and  their  five-year-old  son  Pszemek  while 
Richard  visited  his  sister-in-law  and  her 
husband.  Ella  was  learning  English  for  one  and 
a  half  hours  per  week  by  private  tuition  so 
communication  was  quite  good  between  us. 

On  the  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening  we 
made  the  bulk  of  our  deliveries,  the  first  stop 
being  the  Warsaw  Charity  Commission  where 
we  deposited  the  clothes,  some  soya  milk, 
baby  foods  and  selected  medicines  such  as 
paracetamol  tablets  and  cough  medicines.  To 
my  surprise,  I  found  out  later  that  paracetamol 
is  a  relatively  new  drug  to  Poland  —  aspirin 
being  by  far  the  most  widely  used  analgesic. 

Our  second  delivery  was  to  the  Omega 
Children's  Hospital  in  the  centre  of  Warsaw 


where  Dr  Barbara  Wojsa,  surgery  and  deputy 
director  of  the  hospital,  is  responsible  for  the 
distribution  and  control  of  the  drugs,  etc, 
supplied  there  and  at  the  nearby  adult  hospital. 
The  Omega  treats  some  50,000  children  a 
year  carrying  out  all  types  of  surgery  including 
neuro-surgery  and  orthopaedics. 

As  deputy  director  with  30  years 
experience  Dr  Wojsa  is  paid  the  prinely  sum  of 
60,000  zloty  a  month.  Even  allowing  for  the 
much  lower  cost  of  living  in  Poland  this  still 
only  amounts  to  about  £75  a  week. 
Little  wonder  that  many  of  those 
medically  qualified  move  to  places 
like  West  Germany  to  live  and 
work. 

Dr  Wojsa  is  a  charming  person 
who  is  dedicated  to  serving  her 
people's  children  under  what  are, 
by  Western  standards,  extremely 
difficult  conditions.  The  hospital 
buildings  are  very  old  and,  despite 
attempts  to  clean  and  decorate  the 
interior,  gave  the  impression  of  a 
British  hospital  of  the  1920s.  The 
wards  were  overcrowded,  up  to 
ten  beds  in  some  50  sq  metres, 
and  some  children  were  watching 
television  sitting  out  in  the 
corridors.  There  was,  however,  a 
feeling  that  the  children  were  well 
cared  for.  I  felt  that  the  complete 
case  of  antibiotic  sachets  we  had 
brought  would  be  of  particular  value  to  Dr 
Wojsa  and  her  colleagues. 


Foods  and  toys 


Other  deliveries  included  medicines  to  a 
psychiatric  hospital  doctor  who  had  written 
some  months  earlier  about  their  severe 
shortage  of  medication,  and  to  the  Methodist 
Church  premises  in  Warsaw  where  we 
delivered  baby  foods,  soya  milk  and  two  j<j 
cartons  of  assorted  toys. 

The  days  following  were  spent  visiting 
some  of  the  beneficiaries  of  aid  from  the  West. 
A  day  at  a  home  in  Pruszkow,  eight  miles  from  [ 
Warsaw,  where  140  mentally  handicapped 
girls  age  3  to  30  years  were  cared  for  by  some 
30  nuns  was  particularly  enlightening.  The 
state  paid  £1  per  day  per  child  for  their  care.  I 
A  specific  request  was  made  there  for  dental 
equipment,  particularly  forceps.  A  dentist  i 
visited  them  regularly  and  they  had  a  very  old 
electric  drill  but  needed  new  forceps. 

Then  followed  a  visit  to  a  centre  where  for 
two  hours  each  Wednesday  supplies  were 
made  under  a  pharmacist's  supervision  to 
anyone  presenting  a  prescription  they  had 
been  unable  to  obtain.  One  patient  had 
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cigarettes  which  are  very  inexpensive. 

On  November  3,  the  day  of  our  departure, 
we  were  able  to  shout '  'Welcome  to  Poland" 
to  Mrs  Thatcher  on  her  arrival  at  the  British 
Institute  in  Warsaw  which  is  only  two  doors 
away  from  the  Omega  hospital.  She  waved 
over  the  people  gathered  in  front  of  us. 

After  an  overnight  stay  in  Gdansk  we 
boarded  the  Inowroclaw  in  Gdynia  the  next 
day  and  arrived  back  in  Purfleet  at  Sam  on 
November  7.  A  24  hour  delay  followed 
because  of  the  one-day  dockers'  strike  in 
support  of  the  GCHQ  workers  which 
prevented  our  van  and  trailer  getting  off  the 
ship. 

The  trip  had  been  one  of  enlightenment, 
seeing  at  first  hand  a  nation  which  has  some  40 
to  50  years  catching  up  to  do  to  attain  the 
standard  of  living  enjoyed  here  in  Britain. 
Throughout  our  visit  we  were  given 
tremendous  hospitality  which  made  us  feel 
glad  to  be  working  for  Polish  Aid  Allerdale. 
The  failings  of  our  own  NHS  pale  into 
insignificance  when  compared  to  the 
difficulties  of  health  care  in  Poland. 
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HELPING  NATURE  HEAL  FASTER 

For  further  information  please  contact  STERISEAL,  FREEPOST,  Thornhill  Road,  Redditch,  Worcestershire  B98  OBR,  England 
Telephone  0527  64222  :  Facsimile  0527  5921 11  :  Telex  337 1 7 1  A  DIVISION  OF  COATS  VIYELLA  MEDICAL  LIMITED 


travelled  500  kilometres  to  obtain  a  supply 
from  this  centre.  The  supplies  were  well 
organised  but  there  was  difficulty  in 
categorising  the  drugs  because  of  the  variety 
of  brands  with  the  same  constituents,  eg 
Amiloride,  Midamor  and  Modamide  were 
separated  as  different  medicines. 

The  pharmacies  (Apteke)  are  often  unable 
to  supply  what  the  physicians  order  on 
prescription  and  the  travelling  and  waiting 
involved  is  something  which  we  in  Britain  have 
difficulty  in  appreciating.  The  system  of 


payment  by  patients  was  not  clear. 
Antibiotics,  when  available,  are  supplied  free 
but  some  drugs  are  charged  at  50  per  cent  of 
the  cost  and  some  at  100  per  cent  of  the  cost. 
Communications  between  the  pharmacist  and 
the  doctors  seem  non-existent,  I  was  told, 
because  the  doctors  are  too  busy  and  most 
pharmacies  don't  have  telephones  anyway. 

The  intense  cold  of  the  Polish  winter 
inevitably  leads  to  a  high  incidence  of  coughs, 
colds  and  chest  infections  and  this  is  made 
worse  by  the  fact  that  many  people  smoke 


Colin  Doorbar,  the  night  before  departure,  with  the  van  almost  completely  loaded 
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Personal  care  sales  hit  by 
Chancellor's  clamp  down 


After  a  buoyant  Summer  in 
the  £2,274m  market  for 
personal  care  products  the 

clamp  down  on  the 
economy  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has 
brought  a  cloud  over 
retailers'  heads  with  sales 
in  most  sectors  at  the  end 
of  1988  failing  to  reach 
levels  of  the  previous  year, 
according  to  latest  figures 
from  Audits  of  Great 
Britain 

Mr  Lawson's  efforts  to  curb 
consumer  spending  certainly 
seem  to  have  taken  effect  in  the 
personal  care  market  monitored 
by  Audits  of  Great  Britain  with  the 
total  market  showing  a  2  per  cent 
downturn  for  November/- 
December  1988  compared  with 
the  same  two  months  in  1987. 
Figures  for  the  full  year  show 
growth  running  at  about  the  level 
of  inflation  compared  with  1987 
despite  a  buoyant  Summer. 

Among  the  six  sectors 
monitored  by  AGB,  haircare 
products  have  fared  best  with  13 
per  cent  growth  year  on  year. 
Within  that  pharmacies  have  had 
quite  good  sales  possibly  due  in 
part  to  launches  of  products  with  a 
more  salon-orientated  image 
which  seem  to  sell  well  in  the 
pharmacy  environment.  Finesse 
and  Energance,  for  example,  have 
been  doing  very  well  helped  by 
extensive  advertising  and  possibly 
the  fact  that  there  were  relatively 
few  new  products  launched  last 
year. 

With  the  market  fragmenting, 
marketing  departments  may  have 
found  it  difficult  to  justify  the  high 
expenditure  necessary  to  bring 
new  products  to  the  market, 
settling  instead  for  range 
extensions. 

On  the  environmental  front 
ozone  friendly  products  made  a 
slow  start  but  that  may  change  as 
media  interest  increases. 

Fragrances  showed  the 
greatest  turndown  in  sales  in 
November/December  —  9  per 
cent  below  the  1987  figures  at  a 
time  when  sales  could  be 
expected  to  be  up.  It  may  be  that 
the  sector  will  show  an 
improvement  people  buying  more 
for  themselves  rather  than  as 
gifts.  The  emergence  of '  'replica" 
or  "smell-alike"  fragrances  at 
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Total  cosmetics  and  defined  skincare 


Colour  cosmetics 
Consultant  skincare 


Direct  sales  skincare 
Cosmetic  range  skincare 


Total  fragrance 


Womens  fragrance 


Mens  fragrance 


Total  defined  toiletries 


Bathroom  toiletries 

Deodorants 
Toiletry  skincare 
Toilet  soap 
Bath  additives 
Talcum  powder 


Sun  preparations 
Shaving  preparations 
Body  sprays 
Baby  skincare 
Mens  hairdressings 


Haircare 

Liquid  shampoo 
Hairsprays 
Styling  aids 


Conditioners 
Colorants 
Home  perms 


Hard  toiletries 

Sanitary  protection 
First  aid  dressings 


Razor  blades 


Oral  care 

Dentifrice 

Toothbrushes  and  acessories 


Denture  products 
Mouthwashes  and  purifiers 
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lower  price  points  may  also 
account  for  some  of  the  fall  off  in 
sales  value. 

Women's  fragrances  have 
taken  most  of  the  fall  in  sales  with 
men's  products  still  growing. 
Those  that  did  do  well  last  year 
include  Elizabeth  Taylor's 
Passion,  Poison  and  Loulou  for 
the  ladies,  and  Rapport  came 
through  well  in  men's. 

AGB  say  the  drop  in  sales  year 
on  year  of  personal  care  products 
through  pharmacies  had  been 
across  the  board  with  multiples 


faring  no  better  than  smaller 
chains  and  independents. 

Major  multiple  grocers  have 
made  the  best  gains  in  1988  with 
sales  up  9  per  cent  year  on  year 
against  6  per  cent  for  other 
grocery  stores.  Drugstores 
showed  no  change  year  on  year 
although  within  the  sector 
Superdrug  have  continued  to  gain 
at  the  expense  of  others. 

The  decline  in  fragrance  sales 
has  contributed  to  the  12  per  cent 
year/year  fall  of  department 
stores'  personal  care  product 


sales,  according  to  AGB. 

Research  background 

The  information  provided  by  AGB 
comes  from  continuous 
consumer-based  research.  The 
personal  care  market  is  split  into 
three  sectors:  total  cosmetics  and 
defined  toiletries. 

The  last  group  is  further 
broken  down  into  bathroom 
toiletries,  haircare,  hard  toiletries 
and  oral  care.  An  indication  of  the 
type  of  products  covered  in  each 
sector  is  given  below:- 


TOTAL  PERSONAL  CARE  MARKET 
MARKET  AND  SECTOR  TRENDS  -  VALUE  (CONSUMER  EXPENDITURE) 
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TOTAL  PERSONAL  CARE  MARKET 
TRADE  SECTOR  SHARES  (TOTAL  INDUSTRY) 
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TRADE  SECTOR  SHARES- 

TOTAL  FRAGRANCES 
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TRADE  SECTOR  SHARES  -  TOTAL  DEFINED  TOILETRIES 
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MOVES  UP 


BEANSTALK  \ 
RETAIL  DISPLAY 
EQUIPMENT 


Beanstalk  can  improve  your  profit 
opportunity,  both  up  front  and  in  the 
dispensary 

Over  35  years  experience  of  the  retail 
pharmacy  market,  a  national  network 
of  professional  consultants  and  a  fast, 
efficient  delivery  and  installation 
service  makes  the  Beanstalk  approach 
to  shopfitting  professional  and 
profitable. 


Call  Beanstalk  on 
0243  788 1 1 1  24hrs 


For  a  full  colour  brochure  send  this 
coupon  to  Beanstalk  Ltd.. 
FREEPOST.  Chichester. 
West  Sussex.  POI9  2TZ 


Name 


Trading  as 
Address  - 


Post  Code 
Tel:   


CD/4/3 
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What  to  do  if  a  fire  breaks  out...  'A  fire  drill 
may  seem  artificial  for  a  few  employees,  but 
detailed  instructions  are  needed' 


In  case  of 
fire 

It  is  only  when  large  numbers  of 
people  are  killed  that  the 
newspapers  headline  large  fire 
disasters  such  as  those  that  have 
occurred  on  oil  rigs  or  at  Kings 
Cross  Underground  station.  Yet 
thousands  of  fires  occur  annually 
in  businesses  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom  resulting  in  loss 
of  property  and  injuries  to 
employees.  Unfortunately,  these 
do  not  get  the  kind  of  publicity 
given  to  major  disasters  and  after 
a  time  people  forget  that  fire  can 
kill  and  precautions  against  them 
tend  to  be  overlooked. 

The  law  does  lay  down  certain 
provisions  that  have  to  be  met  by 
employers  to  safeguard,  if  not 
against  fire  itself,  then  the 
consequences  of  such  a 
happening.  Employers  are  duty 
bound  to  tell  their  employees  what 
to  do  in  the  case  of  fire.  Where 
there  are  only  one  or  two 
employees,  a  fire  drill  may  seem 
artificial.  However,  what  is 
needed  are  detailed  instructions 
telling  employees  what  to  do  in  the 
event  of  a  fire,  and  how  they  can 
get  out  of  a  burning  building  safely. 

Where  there  are  a  few 
employees,  then  there  should  be 
regular  fire  drills.  If  a  fire  is 
investigated  by  enforcement 
officers,  one  of  the  main  questions 
that  will  be  asked  is  what  fire 
instructions  were  given  to  staff 
and  how  often  were  these 
renewed  or  practised. 

Where  there  are  customers 
entering  and  leaving  premises, 
thought  should  be  given  to  their 
safety,  and  staff  instructed 
accordingly.  If  there  are  any  exits 
which  are  likely  to  be  used  in  fire 
they  must  be  clear  of  obstructions 
that  would  prevent  their  use. 

If  as  a  precaution  against  theft 
exits  are  kept  locked,  means  of 
unlocking  them  must  5e  easily 
available  to  staff  within  the 
premises. 

Finally,  any  fire  prevention 


equipment  such  as  extinguishers, 
firebuckets,  etc,  must  be  kept  in 
good  order  —  otherwise  an 
offence  will  have  been  committed 
under  the  Health  and  Safety 
Regulations. 

The  above  represent  the 
minimum  precautions  that  must 
be  taken  by  anyone  with 
employees.  Of  course,  if  in  its 


wisdom  a  business  decides  to 
improve  on  these  such  as  by  the 
fitting  of  a  smoke  detector  in  a 
storeroom,  so  much  the  better. 
At  all  times,  however,  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  fire  is  the  real 
major  hazard  that  can  affect  a 
business,  and  employers  and 
employees  should  be  aware  of 
their  responsibilities. 

Take  care  on 
references 

A  recent  case  in  the  High  Court 
has  highlighted  the  need  for 
employers  to  be  careful  in  giving 
references  for  employees  or  ex- 
employees. 

In  the  case  in  question  an 
employee  who  had  been  declared 
redundant  with  one  firm  was  taken 
on  in  a  temporary  capacity  by 
another.  The  new  employer 
offered  a  permanent  job  subject  to 
satisfactory  references  from  the 
old  employer.  When  asked  for  a 


reference,  the  old  employer  said 
that  whilst  the  employee  was 
honest,  his  attendance,  time 
keeping  and  reliability  were  poor. 
The  old  firm  said  that  in  present 
circumstances  it  would  not  re- 
employ the  individual. 

The  employee  was  not  as  a 
result  retained  by  the  new 
employer.  However,  he  got  hold 
of  the  reference  and  sued  the 
original  employer  for  negligence. 

The  High  Court  said  that  an 
employer,  giving  a  reference  for 
an  employee,  owed  a  duty  of  care 
both  to  the  employee  and  to  a 
prospective  employer,  not  to  be 
negligent.  In  this  particular  case, 
the  original  employer  had  not  mis- 
stated the  facts  and  there  was 
sufficient  justification  for  the 
opinions  expressed,  so  the 
employee  lost  his  case. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  some  of 
the  facts  had  been  wrong  and  the 
opinions  not  well  founded,  an 
employee  would  have  succeeded 
in  obtaining  damages.  This  shows 
the  need  when  writing  a  reference 
to  factually  correct  and  to  make 
sure  that  any  opinions  given  are 
founded  on  facts.  Otherwise  a 
heavy  bill  might  have  to  be  met  for 
damages  for  negligence. 

Of  couse,  there  is  no  legal 
obligation  on  an  employer  to  give 
a  reference  at  all  and  a  failure  to  do 
so  cannot  lead  to  any  action 
against  an  employer. 


PRP  rules 
relaxed 

Considerable  interest  has  been! 
shown  in  profit  related  pay  (PRP)! 
scheme  which  gives  tax  relief  to' 
an  employee  on  his  income  tax  on; 
half  of  any  pay  increase  which  is 
related  to  the  profits  of  the\ 
business  (C&D  May  28  pl061). 

The  queries  received  come  at 
a  time  when  the  Inland  Revenue  isj 
simplifying  the  scheme  and! 
relaxing  some  of  the  rules. 

Any  PRP  scheme  has  to  belli 
registered  by  the  Inland  Revenuejfjl 
before  the  date  on  which  it  is  dueM 
to    start.    Application    for  I 
registration  must  be  made  on  al 
prescribed       form,  andl 
accompanied  by  a  report  from  ari'i 
independent  accountant  that  the1 
scheme  complies  with  the  law.ll 
Because    of   a    number  of 
complications  the  Inland  Revenuejn 
has  decided  to  simplify  thel 
arrangements     and  allow:. 
alterations  to  existing  schemes  ifji 
business  circumstances  change. 

Although  the  changes  and  thel ' 
relaxations  in  the  rules  will  not  be 
introduced  formally  until  the  1989 
Finance  Act,  the  Inland  Revenue!' 
will  allow  the  new  simplified  rules) 
to  apply  as  a  concession  from  noW 
on. 


HIGH  QUALITY  GRADUATED 
COMPRESSION 

HOSIERY  FOR  F.P.IO  PRESCRIPTIONS. 


Sewn  in  labels  showing  washing  instructions,  class  and 
size  make  repeat  prescriptions  easy. 


( OMPRKSSION  CLASSES  1,  2  and  3  IN  ALL 
SIZES  READILY  AVAILABLE.  OPEN  TOE 
DESIGN  IN  CLASSES  2  AND  3 

through  I  INK  HIM,  CREDENHILL  and  other  wholesalers. 

ALL  DUOMED  CLASS  2  OPEN  TOE  STOCKINGS 
NOW  AVAILABLE  FROM  LOCAL  UNICHEM 
BRANCHES  (subject  to  Unichem  Medical  Profit  Share). 

Medi  U.K.  Ltd.,  Fields  Yard.  Plough  Lane, 
HEREFORD  HR4  OEL.  Tel:  0432  51682 
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Polymorphic 
eruptions:  no 
sunscreens 

atients  with  polymorphic  light 
ruption,  a  photosensitive 
iisorder  said  to  affect  between 
[4-28  per  cent  of  the  adult  female 
wpulation,  should  not  be  treated 
)y  sunscreens,  which  may  worsen 
heir  rash,  but  should  be  advised 
o  sunbathe  without  sunscreens 
or  a  shorter  time,  says  a  paper  in 
his  week's  Lancet. 

Polymorphic  light  eruption 
)resents  as  an  itchy  papular 
;rythematous  rash  on  exposed 
kin,  usually  with  the  onset  of 
unny  weather  in  early  Summer. 
With  avoidance  of  further 
■xposure  the  rash  resolves.  It  is 
aused  by  the  ultraviolet  A 
omponent  of  sunlight,  and  in 
nany  patients  may  not  appear 
intil  they  go  on  holiday  to  sunnier 
limates. 

According  to  researchers  at 
Newcastle's  Royal  Victoria 
nfirmary  all  the  sunscreens 
ivailable  in  the  UK  afford  little  or 
10  protection  against  the  UV  A 
omponent  of  sunlight;  the  much 
luoted  sun  protection  factor 
efers  largely  to  UV  B 
vavelengths. 

"If  a  patient  with  polymorphic 
ight  eruption  uses  a  sunscreen 
vith  SPF  4,  then  because  of  the 
ncreased  time  taken  to  achieve  a 
ninimum  erythema,  the  dose  of 
JV  A  received  may  exceed  that 
equired  to  induce  the  rash, ' '  the 
esearchers  say. 

Patients  should  be  advised  that 
unscreens  do  not  protect  against 
JV  A.  Rather  than  use 
unscreens  they  should  sunbathe 
or  a  shorter  time  and  move  out  of 
he  sun  before  burning.  These 
rguments  could  also  be  applied  to 
ther  disorders  mediated  by  UV 
l,  such  as  drug  induced 
hotosensitivity. 


More  aspirin 
research 

ow  dose  aspirin  has  been  found 
o  cause  gastric  mucosal  bleeding 
)y  researchers  at  Nottingham's 
Jniversity  Hospital. 

A  randomised,  crossover  trial 
ublished  in  last  week's  British 
Medical  Journal  compared  the 
ffects  of  aspirin  75mg  daily, 
/arfarin  (2.5-7mg  daily)  or  a 
ombination  of  the  two  drugs 
aken  by  21  healthy  male 
olunteers  aged  19-22. 

The  drugs  were  taken  for  12 
ays  or  (when  warfarin  was  used) 
)r  longer  if  necessary  to  achieve 


mm 


an  international  normalised  ratio  of 
prothrombin  time  stable  at 
1.4-1.6. 

It  was  found  that  aspirin  alone 
caused  a  significant  increase  in 
gastric  bleeding.  Warfarin  had  no 
significant  effect  on  gastric 
bleeding  and  did  not  enhance  the 
effect  of  aspirin  when  given  in 
combination. 

The  researchers  say  that 
although  low  doses  of  aspirin 
increased  gastric  bleeding  by  a 
factor  of  1 .9  this  was  significantly 
less  than  the  increase  by  a  factor 
of  14  caused  by  aspirin,  2.4g  a 
day. 

The  researchers  say  that  as 
the  risks  of  aspirin  75mg  daily, 
though  measurable,  are  small, 
taking  this  with  low  dose  warfarin 
may  offer  the  best  combination  of 
therapeutic  advantage  and  safety, 
and  a  trial  of  such  treatment  in 
patients  at  risk  of  vascular  disease 
is  warranted. 


David  Anthony  Pharmaceuticals  will  no 
longer  be  responsible  for  the 
distribution  of  Sirius  Cameras  with 
effect  from  April  1 .  From  that  date 
all  inquiries  should  be  addressed 
to:  Sirius  International,  Unit  14a, 
Spindus  Road,  Speke  Hall 
Industrial  Estate,  Liverpool,  L24 
1YA.  Tel:  051  448  1300. 


Rural  principles  intact 


The  proposed  NHS  reforms  set 
out  in  the  latest  White  Paper  do 
not  alter  the  principles  underlying 
the  Regulations  governing  NHS 
dispensing  in  rural  areas,  the 
Secretary  for  Health  confirmed 
last  week. 

"As  a  result  of  the  changed 


composition  and  responsibilities  of 
family  practitioner  committees, 
however,  some  changes  to  the 
Regulations  will  be  necessary," 
said  Kenneth  Clarke  in  a 
Commons  written  answer.  "We 
shall  be  putting  forward  detailed 
proposals  later  in  the  year. 


Pharmacist  Nagin  Lad  of  Portons  Pharmacy,  Whitecross  Street, 
Barbican,  London,  one  of  16  winners  in  the  Nurofen  Profit  from  display 
'  'prize  draw ' ',  is  seen  here  on  the  left  receiving £500 from  Brian  Wilkin , 
Crookes  territory  manager 


WYETH  GENERICS 
PHARMACY  CROSSWORD  NO.  10 

The  solution  to  Na  10  will  appear  alongside  No.  II  in  April,  1989. 
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,  orrental  pacts  promote  one  pom,  of  «sv  6| 

l0  Minced  rodent  you  pur  on  e«ema?  Say  thanksl  |3| 

II  Tojogbackwardscausesinjuryffl 
H  Age?  Could  be  a  new  one  |4| 

,5  EliqotconlusedandwasuntrutMul|3| 
,6  « itcures  your  cough  you  couk3  stay  younger  |6| 
I7  +  13  Down  rim  bad  pain  is  n  congenrtal?  IS  6| 
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20  I  am  E  A  Luke  and  I  need  merhotrexate  |9| 
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1  Sweettnck.  bur  missing  the  point  |3] 

2  Summary  sounds  like  a  Rnyal)Oke|6| 
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6  Needed  for  sevens?  |8| 

8    Sounds  Hkf  rhe  Navy  help  soak  you  in  wine|8| 
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12  Ted  is  treated  with  a  UV  coil  ne  s  sen 
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l4  Someta.rArmeniansprotectthefleet|33| 
19   Battered  utensil  help  phatmacists  |l  1 1| 
Submitted  by  Mr  John  Leaver  Gloucester 


Prizes  of  £5  will  be  awarded  to  the 
senders  of  the  first  5  correct  solutions 
drawn  on  10th  April  1989. 

Name  No  10 

Address 

C&D  

Solution  to  Punle  No.  9 
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Era.  I?  Generic;  19  Beatitude  Down:?  End. 3  Event  4  Resin,  5  Trailer, 6  Vacancies, 
1  Phonetics,  II  Degrade.  14  Digit  5  Manet  18  Rod 
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Junior  Disprol  gets 
£2,000,000  support 


Junior  Disprol,  the  best-selling  sugar-free  paracetamol 
for  children  is  receiving  Z2m  advertising  support  this  year. 

So  once  again  it  will  be  the  most  heavily  promoted  children's 
analgesic,  with  a  major  new  TV  campaign  and  heavyweight  press 
advertising  in  mother  and  baby  magazines. 

That  means  at  least  80%  of  mothers  of  young  children  will 
be  reminded  that  Junior  Disprol  is  sugar-free,  banana  flavoured, 
kind  to  teeth  and  easy  to  pour.  And  that  it  offers  fast  pain  relief  for 
teething  and  feverish  children  over  three  months. 

The  first  burst  of  TV  advertising  will  run  nationally  from  now 
until  the  end  of  April.  The  demand  will  be  as  strong  as  the  support 
we're  putting  behind  it,  especially  for  the  new  trial  size  60  ml  suspension. 

So  make  sure  you're  stocking,  and  displaying,  the  full  range 
of  Junior  Disprol. 

Reckitt  &  Colman,  Pharmaceutical  Division,  Dansom  Lane,  Hull,  HU8  7DS. 


Green  Verity? 

We  were  intrigued  by  Verity's 
Counterview  article  in  last 
month's  Over  the  Counterand  can 
reveal  that  her  column  did  include 
one  clue  as  to  where  she  works: 
her  pharmacy  is  not  a  Unichem 
member! 

Unichem's  own-label  standard 
all-in-one  and  ultra-absorbent 
nappies  are  made  from  dioxin-free 
fluff  and  have  been  available  for 
over  a  year. 

We  have  no  distribution 
problems  and  baffled  mums 
seeking  objective  advice  may 
refer  to  our  new  leaflet  which 
provides  the  facts  on 
environmentally-safe  nappies. 
Perhaps  the  most  appropriate 
illustration  on  Verity's  green 
theme  is  our  own  "point  to  value" 
symbol? 


David  Walker 

Management  serriees  director, 
Unichem 


Your  answer 

Your  Q&A  article  (C&D  February 
18,  p261)  contains  two  errors. 

The  answer  to  question  1 
should  simply  be:  "It  does  not 
qualify  for  an  urgent  fee  because  it 
has  not  been  endorsed  'urgent'  by 
the  prescriber."  An  urgent  fee 
can  be  claimed  for  prescriptions 
dispensed  before  11pm  provided 
they  are  correctly  endorsed  by 
the  prescriber.  A  claim  cannot  be 
made  for  prescriptions  dispensed 
before  11pm  if  endorsed  by  the 
patient  or  their  representative. 
The  differential  between 
prescriptions  dispensed  before 
11pm  and  those  dispensed  after 
11pm  is  in  the  amount  of  fee 
payable  (see  Drug  Tariff  part  III  A 
note  2  G  i  and  ii). 

Also  the  example  bears  no 
prescribing  date.  If  it  had  been 
endorsed  "urgent"  by  the 
prescriber  it  would  not  be  valid  as 
it  must  be  presented  on  the  day  of 


writing  or  the  following  day  (in  the 
case  of  a  prescription  dispensed 
after  midnight). 

Your  second  error  concerns 
answer  3. 1  suspect  the  prescriber 
would  not  be  too  pleased  if  his 
patient  received  only  150ml  when 
200ml  total  was  intended. 

Prescriptions  should  be 
endorsed  2x100ml  supplied, 
dispensed  on  two  separate 
occasions  as  stability  is  less  than 
14  days. 


Marilyn  Eekert 

Brighton 

Editor 

To  be  fair  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee 
C&D  was  guilty.  When  the  page 
was  being  put  together  the  dosage 
was  changed.  The  original 
prescription  read:  "5ml  tds  for 
seven  days"  requiring  105ml  of 
antibiotic  syrup.  We  also  omitted 
the  prescribing  date  on  the 
prescription  artwork  which  on  the 
original  was  4.11.88. 

The  point  about  the 
prescription  requiring  an 
"urgent"  endorsement  by  the 
prescriber  to  qualify  for  an  urgent 
dispensing  fee  when  dispensed 
before  1 1pm  is  made  in  answer  2 
of  the  February  18  Q&A. 


Legal  wheeling 
and  dealing 

NPA  director  Tim  Astill  does 
make  my  point  for  me,  by  stating 
the  enormous  costs  that  one 
sometimes  has  to  be  involved  in  to 
defend  oneself,  and  where  no  fault 
or  ciminal  act  has  been  involved 
{C&D  February  18,  p268).  How 
can  a  pharmacist  battle  against 
such  costs? 

I  see  no  reason  why  a  legal 
department  within  the  Society's 
system  cannot  be  made  available 
for  such  non-criminal,  and  non- 
commercial situations.  Mr  Astill 
should  also  remember  that  not  all 


pharmacists  have  the  privilege  of 
being  able  to  be  members  of  the 
NPA.  Why  should  non-members 
of  the  NPA  be  without  legal 
cover?  He  speaks  purely  from  the 
NPA  angle,  rather  than  from  the 
angle  of  members  of  the  Society. 

Perhaps  he  is  right;  I  may  be 
re-inventing  the  wheel  after  all, 
for  those  who  are  of  no  concern  to 
the  NPA  are  wheel-less. 


John  Oavies 

Secretary,  Rural  Pharmacists 
Association 


For  on-cost... 

It  is  with  a  touch  of  sadness  that  I 
feel  compelled  to  comment  on  the 
article  on  Ian  Mullen  (February 
18,  p236).  I  have  worked  closely 
with  Ian  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
General  Council,  standing 
committee  and  the  finance  and 
general  purpose  committee  over 
many  years  and  have  admired  the 
efforts  and  enthusiasm  he  has 
shown  both  as  a  committee 
member  and  latterly  as  chairman. 
However  on  the  on-cost  of  6  per 
cent,  I  feel  the  facts  and  reasons 
for  its  retention  have  not  been 
presented  so  that  the  reader  can 
make  a  balanced  judgment. 

In  all  averaging  situations  the 
average  is  the  middle  of  the  range 
between  the  highest  and  lowest 
ingredient  costs.  If  a  small 
contractor  has  a  lot  of  high  priced 
items  then  he  suffers 
disproportionately  on  his  return 
on  capital  stock  investment.  The 
6  per  cent  on-cost  ensures  that 
the  high  ingredient  cost 
pharmacist  has  this  partial  buffer 
built  in  to  the  system.  I  would 
suggest  it  is  in  the  interests  of 
pharmacy  to  retain  a  direct  link 
with  ingredient  cost,  as  a  fee  is 
something  which  can  stay  static 
whereas  in  times  of  inflation  an  on- 
cost rises. 


Douglas  Davidson 

Blairgowrie 


SELLER 


Sure-Lox  is  a  safe,  effective^ 
and  gentle  laxative 
you  can  recommend 
with  confidence. 


Available  in  two  sizes,  Sure-Lax 
is  a  sure  seller.  Make  sure  you  stock  it. 


s 


E    SHIELD    FAMILY  REMEDY 


E  G  Marketing  Ltd.,  Burton-on-Trent,  Staffs 
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BUSINESS  NEWS 


LOreal  drop 
CFCs 

L'Oreal  this  week  became  the 
latest  manufacturer  to  stop 
production  of  products  using 
CFCs,  following  a  similar  move 
by  Beecham  last  week  (C&D, 
p305).  A  company  statement  says 
all  such  production  "should  cease 
before  the  end  of  April ' ' . 

L'Oreal  say  that  over  the  last 
five  years  they  have  "significantly 
reduced  the  quantity  of  CFC 
propellants  in  aerosol  products. 

The  quality  and  performance 
of  their  products  will  in  no  way  be 
affected  by  the  changeover  to 
different  propellants,  the  company 
says. 

Meanwhile  the  environmental 
pressure  group  Friends  of  the 
Earth  stepped  up  their  anti-CFC 
campaign  this  week,  publishing  a 
report  aimed  at  delegates  for  next 
week's  international  conference 
on  the  ozone  problem.  It  says  that 
current  ozone  depletion  is  far 
worse  than  had  been  thought, 
using  Meteorological  Office 
sources  which  claim  that  the  level 
of  chlorine  monoxide  over  the 
Arctic  is  "50  times  higher  than 
predicted  by  existing  theory" . 


Biogel  for  US 

London  International  Group  have 
signed  a  contract  giving  US 
marketing  rights  of  their  Biogel 
surgeons'  gloves  to  the  health 
care  division  of  James  River 
Corporation. 

Biogel  gloves  were  introduced 
as  the  world's  first  starch-free 
surgeons'  glove  to  minimise  the 
risk  of  starch  related  post- 
operative complications  and  have 
gained  35  per  cent  of  the  UK 
market,  says  the  company. 

With  the  US  market  being 
seven  times  the  size  of  the  UK's, 
and  experiencing  significant 
growth,  LIG  chairman  Alan  Woltz 
says:  "Our  aim  is  to  secure  a  large 
share  of  the  $1 55  million  market . ' ' 
He  sees  this  as  a  major  expansion 
opportunity  for  both  partners, 
based  on  James  River's  sales 
expertise  and  LIG's  product. 


Unichem  to  appear  at 
MMC  hearing 


Unichem  will  this  week  make  their 
submission  to  the  panel  of  12  at 
the  Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Commission,  which  is 
approaching  the  final  round  of 
hearings  gather  to  evidence  and 
opinions  on  the  share  scheme. 

The  MMC,  which  has  until 
April  to  rule  on  the  scheme,  has 
spoken  to  AAH  Holdings  and 
Macarthy  as  well  as  sending  out  a 
special  questionnaire  to 
community  pharmacists  {C&D 
January  28,  pl37)  and  inviting 
letters  from  people  with  views  on 
the  scheme.  Both  Macarthy  and 


AAH  spent  a  morning  with  the 
panel  and  a  brief  afternoon  session 
expressing  their  views  and 
answering  questions. 

Macarthy  took  a  delegation  of 
12  to  face  the  panel  and  chairman 
Nicholas  Ward  told  C&D  that  he 
was  satisfied  that  they  had  put 
their  case  well.  He  described  the 
panel  as  showing  '  'a  keen  interest 
in  what  we  had  to  say". 

Unichem 's  chief  executive 
Peter  Dodd  says  he  will  attend  the 
hearing,  which  is  not  expected  to 
last  longer  than  a  day,  with  finance 
director  Jeff  Harris. 


Trade  surplus  up  to  £860m 


Britain's  pharmaceutical  trade 
surplus  in  1988  hit  a  new  record 
level  of  almost  £860m,  up  3  per 
cent  on  the  surplus  for  1987  of 
£835m.  Exports  were  up  bv  7  per 
cent  at  £l,735m  (£l,621m)  and 
imports  rose  by  11  per  cent  to 
£876m  (£786m). 

The  figures,  released  by  the 
Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry,  mean 
that  pharmaceuticals  are  now  the 
second  highest  positive 
manufacturing  contributor  to  the 
UK's  balance  of  trade. 

Currency  factors  featured  less 
prominently  in  these  figures  than 
in  recent  years  and  there  were  no 
major  changes  in  the  overall 
pattern  of  trade,  say  the  ABPI. 

Markets  in  Europe  and  North 
America  took  more  than  70  per 
cent  of  exports.  The  United 
States  remained  the  UK's  largest 
single  customer  with  exports  at 


£166m,  up  by  7  per  cent.  The 
European  Community  countries 
accounted  for  40  per  cent  of 
exports  and  65  per  cent  of 
imports.  A  significant  proportion 
of  imports  from  the  EEC  were 
attributed  to  parallel  imports. 

There  was  a  recovery  in  sales 
to  the  Middle  East.  Sales  to  sub- 
Saharan  Africa  declined,  reflecting 
the  "enormous  problems  of  the 
region". 

ABPI's  director  of  public  and 
economic  affairs,  David  Taylor, 
said:  "At  a  time  when  there  is 
such  a  sharp  focus  on  Britain's 
balance  of  trade  crises,  the 
pharmaceutical  industry's  export 
performance  underlines  the  fact 
that  Government  must  take  a 
broad  view  of  this  sector  rather 
than  concentrating  simply  on 
'cheapest  only'  domestic 
consumption  and  competition 
options." 


Ciba-Geigy  up  9pc 


Pharmaceutical  sales  are  up  9  per 
cent  to  5,168m  Swiss  francs  with 
results  issued  this  week  by  Ciba- 
Geigy  for  the  full  year  to 
December  31.  Turnover  for  the 
whole  group  is  up  by  12  per  cent  to 


17,647m  Swiss  francs,  yielding  a 
post  tax  operating  profit  of  1 ,325m 
Swiss  francs  up  20  per  cent. 

The  company  says  stability  of 
foreign  exchange  markets  helped 
the  sales  growth. 


ICI  on  even 
course 

Steady  growth  is  being  reported 
by  ICI  for  their  pharmaceutical 
division  with  full  year  results  to 
December  31  issued  last  week. 
Pharmaceutical  turnover  is  up  6 
per  cent  to  £1.2  billion. 

Trading  profits  remain 
unchanged  from  their  1987 
position  of  £306m,  a  quarter  of  the 
group's  total  profit.  Profits  fell  at 
the  company's  speciality  division 
which  makes  intermediate 
chemicals  for  drugs  from  1987's 
£176mto£143m. 

Chairman  Denys  Henderson 
told  C&D,  adverse  currency 
movements,  the  pound  against 
the  dollar,  had  taken  some  £100m 
off  the  total  group  pre-tax  profit 
which  is  at  £1.47  billion,  up  12  per 
cent.  Total  group  turnover  is  up  5 
per  cent  to  £11.7  billion.  About  a 
fifth  of  the  group  sales  are  in  the 
UK  (by  location  of  customer). 

Mr  Henderson  said  the 
pharmaceutical  division  had  shown 
worldwide  growth  in  Tenormin 
and  other  established  products 
and  "maintained  an  active 
programme  of  product  launches 
forZestril,  Diprivan,  Zoladexand 
Corwin". 

Analysts  reacted  favourably  to 
the  group  performance,  the  5  and 
12  per  cent  growth  figures  for 
turnover  and  profits  closely 
matching  City  expectations. 

Summing  up  their  results,  Mr 
Henderson  said:  "ICI's 
performance  in  recent  years 
speaks  for  itself.  Since  1983 
earnings  per  share,  return  on 
assets  and  dividends  have 
doubled.  The  group  has  invested 
heavily  for  the  future  and  research 
and  development  expenditure  has 
increased  from  £276m  in  1983  to 
£565m.  In  the  same  period  the 
group  has  made  151  acquisitions 
and  48  disposals  —  working  out  to 
a  net  investment  of  about  £2 
billion. 


Medirace  pic  say  they  are  using  their 
subsidiary,  Cambridge  Life 
Sciences  pic  to  enter  an 
arrangement  with  Abbott 
Laboratories  to  develop  a  product 
utilising  CLS's  biosensor! 
technology. 
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North's  rates 
may  drop 

Local  Government  Minister  John 
Selwyn-Gummer  told  Parliament 
last  week  that  businesses  in  the 
North,  North  West  and  East 
Midlands  should  see  rate  bills  fall 
from  between  £50m  and  £3 10m 
once  the  transition  period  for 
setting  up  the  new  rating  system 
is  complete. 

Replying  to  three 
Parliamentary  questions,  Mr 
Gummer  revealed  results  from 
the  Inland  Revenue's  survey  of 
the  likely  costs  resulting  from  the 
revaluation  of  retail  premises  and 
the  introduction  of  the  Uniform 
Business  Rate  in  1989. 

He  said  rate  bills  would  fall  by 
£310m  in  the  North  West,  £50m  in 
the  North,  and  £130m  in  the  East 
Midlands.  If  the  Uniform  Business 
Rate  were  introduced  today  it 
would  reduce  the  rate  poundage 
paid  in  those  regions  by  27pc, 
21pc  and  between  25  and  31  per 
cent  in  those  regions  respectively, 
he  said. 


Technician's 
conference 

^  conference  has  been  called  to 
discuss  issues  facing  pharmacy 
technicians  working  in  National 
Health  hospitals. 

The  conference  will  take  place 
It  Sheffield  Memorial  Hall,  on 
March  11,  from  11  -5pm.  Topics 
jvill  include  career  structures,  the 
.'hanging  nature  of  the  job,  pay  and 
:onditions  and  the  organisation  of 
technicians.  Further  information 
rom  Ron  Giles,  Pharmacy, 
Aether  Edge  Hospital,  Sheffield. 
Tel:  0742  500222  ex  2345. 


NAWP 


The  National  Association  of 
Women  Pharmacists  is  holding  a 
weekend  school  from  March 
31-April  2,  at  Exeter  College, 


The  new  Chemex  advisory  panel.  Standing  (left  ta  right):  Maurice 
Hoare  (MGB  Exhibitions);  Tim  Astdl  (NPA);  Michael  Eaton  (MGB 
Exhibitions);  Nicholas  Wood  (community  pharmacist);  Ron  Salmon 
(C&D).  Seated;  Graham  Short  (Zafshopfitters);  Tony  Hodges  (Torbet 
Laboratories);  Brian  Hopkins  (community  pharmacist);  Joyce  Kearney 

|  (Approved  Prescription  Services);  John  Porter  (Reckitt  &  Colman); 

\  Roger  Beazer  (Sterling Health);  David  Watkinson  (Vestric) 


Panel  puts  'extras'  into 
Chemex  '89 


An  advisory  panel  representing 
Chemex  exhibitors  and  visitors 
met  for  the  first  time  last  week  to 
help  ensure  this  year's  event  is 
the  best  yet. 

The  move  to  Olympia's 
National  Hall  has  already  attracted 
more  than  160  exhibitors  - 
among  them  some  major  new 
names,  the  latest  being  Unichem. 
And  with  the  panel's  ideas  for  new 
visitor  facilities,  buying 
opportunities  and  travel  packages, 
it  is  expected  that  Chemex  '89  — 
again  sponsored  by  Chemist  & 
Druggist  —  will  strengthen  the 
exhibition's  position  as  the 


industry's  annual  showcase. 

The  panel  put  a  priority  on 
encouraging  more  pharmacy 
assistants  to  come  to  the  show,  in 
recognition  of  their  developing 
role,  with  new  initiatives  to 
expand  their  product  knowledge 
and  develop  their  selling  skills. 
MGB  Exhibitions  also  announced 
that  a  training  seminar  would  be 
held  to  advise  exhibitors  how  to 
make  best  use  of  their  stands  for 
the  benefit  of  customers. 

Chemex  '89  is  at  London's 
Olympia  September  24-25.  Stand 
booking  details  are  available  from 
Maurice  Hoare  on  01-302  8585. 


Herb  &  Spice 
come  to  UK 

The  London  Herb  &  Spice 
Company  Ltd  are  switching 
production  of  their  London  Herb 
&  Spice,  Secret  Garden  and 
Heather  brands  to  this  country. 

Rapid  growth  in  home  and 
domestic  markets  and  the 
consequent  need  to  "exercise 
greater  control  over  product 
quality"  has  led  to  the  change,  the 
company  say.  They  have  sold 
their  tea  factory  in  Hamburg. 

Supply  of  their  products 
cannot  be  disrupted  by  the  move, 
a  spokesman  said. 


COMING  EVENTS 


University  of  Oxford. 

The  weekend  will  be  divided 
into  two  parts .  The  first  half  is  on 
psychiatric  care,  with  particular 
emphasis  on  the  shift  from 
institutional  to  community  care  for 
psychiatric  disorders  and  drug 
dependency.  The  second  half  will 
be  a  review'  of  career 
opportunities  including  return  to 
work.  Contact  Mrs  J  K  Fuller. 
Tel:  0438  367965. 


A  natural  day 

The  Society  of  Cosmetic 
Scientists  is  holding  a  symposium 
on  natural  ingredients  in  toiletries 
at  Park  Lane  Hotel,  Picadilly,  on 
May  23. 

Entitled  "natural  ingredients 
-  fact  or  fiction",  topics  will 
include  colours,  perfumery,  anti- 
oxidants, aromatherapy  and 
legislation  and  marketing  claims. 
The  cost  is  £97.75  for  members 
and  £126.50  for  non-members, 


including  VAT.  Further  details 
from  the  general  secretary,  SCS. 
Tel:  0582  26661. 

Monday,  March  6 

Sefton  Branch,  RPSGB.  Southport 
Postgraduate  centre  at  7.30pm. 
Liability  and  negligence  bv  Mr  H. 
Littler,' RPSGB  Inspector.  Buffet  will 
be  available. 

Tuesday,  March  7 

East  Metropolitan  Branch,  RPSGB.  The 

Churchill  Room,  Wanstead  Library, 
Spratt  Hall  Road,  Ell  at  7.30pm.  Nick 
Wood,  RPSGB  Council  member,  will 
talk  on  matters  of  pharmaceutical 
interest. 

Hull  Pharmacists'  Association.  RPSGB.  The 

Postgraduate  Centre,  Hull  Royal 
Infirmary,  Anlaby  Road,  Hull.  Yorks. 
Region  continuing  education  course. 

Stockport  Branch,  RPSGB.  Postgraduate 
Medical  Centre,  Stepping  Hill  Hospital 
at  8pm.  "Dressings  for  leg  ulcers  and 
pressure  sores",  a  talk  by  Judith 
Canham  SRN.  A  buffet  will  be 
provided. 


Latest  Budget  speculation  suggests 
Chancellor  Nigel  Lawson  is 
considering  doubling  the  tax  on 
company  cars,  for  the  second 
successive  year.  This  year's 
edition  of  Monks  Guide  to 
Company  Car  Policy,  published 
this  week,  makes  the  prediction 
and  says  "such  a  policy  does  not 
make  good  sense ' ' ,  according  to  a 
report  in  The  Financial  Times. 


South  Clwyd  Branch,  RPSGB.  Postgraduate 
centre,  Maelor  Hospital,  Wrexham  at 
8.15pm  "Herbal  medicines  and  the 
pharmacist"  by  Dr  Bill  Court. 

SE  England  Region,  RPSGB.  Postgraduate 
Medical  Centre,  District  General 
Hospital,  Eastbourne  at  8pm. 
"Benzodiazepine  abuse"  by  Dr  J. 
Hargreaves. 

Wednesday,  March  8 

Isle  of  Wight  Branch,  RPSGB.  Postgraduate 
Medical  Centre.  St  Mary's  Hospital, 
Newport.  Isle  of  Wight  at  8pm. 
"Contact  lens  care"  by  Dr  M.  Rogan. 

Thursday,  March  9 

Glasgow  Branch,  RPSGB.  Room  1, 
McCance  Building,  University  of 
Strathclyde,  Glasgow-  at  7.30pm. 
"Sun  and  skin,  a  cautionary  note,"  by 
Professor  Rona  M.  Mackie. 

Weald  of  Kent  Branch,  RPSGB.  Kent  & 
Sussex  Postgraduate  Centre  at 
7.45pm.  Postgraduate  course  on 
geriatrics:  "Bone  and  joint  disorders 
-  arthritis"  by  Dr  LA.  Williams, 
consultant,  Pembury  hospital. 
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Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications,  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9 1RW. 

Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732)  364422.  Telex  95132. 
Ring  Duncan  Reed  Ext  472  for  further  information 
Publications  date  Every  Saturday 

Headings  All  advertisements  appear  under  appropriate  headings 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  date. 


Cancellation  deadline  10am  Monday  prior  to  publication  date. 
Display/Semi  Display  £16.20  per  single  column  centimetre,  min  30mm 
Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  Page  £1620.00  (250mm  x  180mm)  Half  Page  £810.00 
(125mm  x  180mm)  Quarter  Page  £405.00  (125mm  x  88mm) 
Box  Numbers  £3.00  extra  Available  on  request. 
All  rates  subject  to  standard  VAT. 


APPOINTMENTS 


International  Sales  Opportunity 
For  Ambitions  Young  Executive 

q  £15  OOO  Wellcome  International  Trading  Limited,  a  division  of  The  Wellcome 

'  Foundation  Limited,  operates  in  over  70  countries  and  its  trading  activities 

BefKllclIIlStCCl  HcrtS     >nclude  the  full  range  of  Wellcome  products  from  medical  and  diagnostic  to 

environmental  health  and  consumer  products. 

If  you  are  a  successful,  enthusiastic  and  commercially  aware  salesperson 
who  has  demonstrated  a  good  deal  of  initiative  in  your  f.m.c.g.  career  to  date, 
this  could  be  the  right  move  for  you,  as  we  are  currently  looking  for  an  Area 
Executive  to  work  on  consumer  products  in  our  Saudi  Arabia/Levant 
territories. 

This  position  offers  the  challenge  and  benefits  of  substantial  overseas 
travel,  whilst  UK  based.  Working  with  a  young,  enthusiastic  and  professional 
team  you  will  be  responsible  for  accelerating  the  profitable  growth  of  your 
territory  for  a  £multi-million  brand  leader  In  the  U  K,  you  will  pull  together  the 
many  aspects  of  marketing  activities  including  product  launches,  developing 
promotional  schemes  and  implementing  distributor  training  programmes. 

Though  full  product  training  will  be  provided,  candidates  should  have 
proven  sales  experience  and  have  worked  in  an  f.m.c.g.  environment. 
Probably  aged  between  25  and  30,  you  will  ideally  have  a  degree  in  a 
business  related  discipline 

In  return  we  offer  a  genuine  opportunity  to  develop  your  career  in  an  inter- 
national environment  and  our  excellent  benefits  including  sports  and  social 
club  facilities,  subsidised  restaurant,  25  days'  holiday  and  relocation 
assistance,  where  appropriate. 

Please  write  for  an  application  form  quoting  ref.  no.  P48  to  Judith 
Dalton,  Personnel  Department,  Wellcome  International  Trading  Ltd., 
Ravens  Lane,  Berkhamsted,  Herts  HP4  2DT. 


II 


•  The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd. 

•  Major  International 
Pharmaceutical  Group 

•  UK  Headquarters 

•  Annual  Turnover  >£l,250m 

•  An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Wellcome 


LOOKING  FOR  STAFF? 

The  people  you  need  to  fill  your  staff  vacancies  are 
precisely  those  who  read  Chemist  &  Druggist  — 
over  28,000  of  them  —  week  in,  week  out.  Next 
time  you  have  a  vacancy  to  fill  call  Duncan  Reed  on 
0732  364422  and  find  out  how  Chemist  and 
Druggist  can  help  you  to  find  the  right  person 
quickly  and  effectively. 
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APPOINTMENTS 


AGENTS 


Parkside  Health  Authority 
Central  Middlesex  Hospital 

PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 

Full/part-time.  Salary  scale:  £6015-7228 +£757  London  Weighting. 
Opportunity  to  join  the  staff  of  this  bright  and  friendly  department. 

★  Varied  rotation  including  other  hospitals  in  the  District 

★  Participation  in  topping-up  distribution 

★  Fully  computerised  system 

★  Local  and  Regional  continuing  education  programme 

★  Excellent  promotion  prospects 

In  addition  to  the  above  you  will  enjoy  using  your  communication  skills 
working  with  patients  and  staff. 

If  this  appeals  to  you  please  call  Carol  McCalla,  Chief  Technician  on  965 
5733  Ext.  2375  who  will  arrange  an  informal  visit  and  give  you  more 
information. 

Job  description,  application  form  and  brochure  from  Personnel  Department, 
Central  Middlesex  Hospital,  Acton  Lane,  London  NW10  7NS.  Tel:  965 
5733  Ext.  2484/6. 
Closing  date:  17th  March  1989. 

North  West  Thames  Regional  Health  Authority 
WORKING  TOWARDS  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITIES 


NWT^ 


HAMPSTEAD  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

ROYAL  FREE  HOSPITAL 

Pond  Street,  Hampstead,  London  NW3  2QG. 


PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 

Are  you  interested  in  a  career  in  Hospital  Pharmacy? 

If  so,  why  not  pay  us  a  visit  at  the  Royal  Free  and  see  for 
yourself  the  benefits  on  offer. 

The  Pharmacy  in  this  large  modern  hospital  consists  of  a 
friendly  team  of  young  staff  who  all  work  together  in 
providing  a  good  service  to  the  patient. 

Our  technical  rotation  programme  will  give  you  an 
excellent  training  in  hospitl  pharmacy.  Your  knowledge 
gained  at  college  will  be  supplemented  by  the  technicians 
training  programme  which  consists  of  weekly  lectures 
and  aims  to  keep  you  up-to-date. 

This  modern  department  offers  extremely  pleasant 
working  conditions  and  is  fully  computerised  with  the 
JAC  Pharmacy  Computer  System. 

Numerous  social  activities  are  held  outside  working  hours 
in  the  Recreation  Centre  which  provides  good  sports 
facilities. 

Accommodation  is  available  on-site. 

If  you  are  interested  then  please  contact  Sue  Thomas  or 
Mike  Cross  on  01-794  0500,  ext.  3115  for  more 
information  and  an  application  form. 

Closing  Date:  1 9  March  1989. 


AGENTS  REQUIRED 
SCOTLAND/CUMBRIA 

FOR  EXPANDING  PHARMACEUTICAL 
WHOLESALE  COMPANY 

Please  apply  to  David  M.  Leak 
D.E  Pharmaceuticals,  Main  Street, 
Wylam,  Northumberland,  NE41  8AB. 
Tel:  0661  852253 


HIGH  COMMISSION  FOR 
MOTIVATED  AGENTS 

Required  for  Sunglass  season  —  March  to  May 
inclusive. 

Areas:  Greater  London,  Scotland/Northern  Ireland. 
Well  known  distributor  offering  highly  advertised 
range.  Apply  immediately. 

Telephone:  0634  201284 


LABELS 


QUALITY  LABELS  delivered  in  14  DAYS* 

jmmmm  or  no  charge — 

Jmm  That's  the 

WrwUBn  Y  1  PARK  PRINTING  PLEDGE 

Wir\  /\AM«fl    PARK  PRINTING.  183  GREAT  HOWARD  STREET 

iPRINTINGi  uraXK;051.298  2233 

*  OHM  WUl  TO  U.K.  MAINLAND  ONLY:  WRITTEN  DtTAILS  PROVIDED 


PATIENT  MEDICATION  RECORDS 
CARDS  AND  FORMS 

CREDIT  CARD  SIZED  PLASTIC  CARDS  WITH  AN  EASY  TO  USE  DATA 
SEAL  SYSTEM  AND  PATIENT  DETAIL  FORMS  ARE  NOW  AVAILABLE 

PHONE  JULIE  FOR  DETAILS  AND  SAMPLES. 


FREE 


PRICE  GUN 
OR  LABELS 

Buy  a  quantity  of  price  labels 
and  you  can  choose  either  a 
FREE  price  gun  or  claim  a 
FREE  extra  box  of  labels 
A  box  of  45,000  Printed  Labels 
could  cost  less  than  £30!!! 


i  YDON 


PHONE  0702  333761  (Anytime! 
LOW  PRICE  LABEL  CO  FREEPOST 
88  SOUTHBOURNE  GROVE 
WESTCLIFF -ON-SEA  SSO  8BR 


LABELLING  SYSTEMS 


John  Richardson 
Computer!  Lid 


In  Pharmacy  Labelling 


OH  **  In  Vuto-Ordei  Sim  k  (  ontro 

m^M  ►  In  Customei  Smicr 

WM ►  In  Systems  Development 

Full  patient  records 

with  drug  interactions 

FREEPOST,  Preston  PR 5 

(iBR  Telephone:  (0772)  323763 
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LABELLING  SYSTEMS 


STOCK  FOR  SALE 


Simply  the  best 


-  NOW  AVAILABLE  " 

Simply  the  best 

PATIENT  MEDICATION  RECORD 
LABELLING  SYSTEM 

■  Faster  U  Easier  to  use   MFull  drug  interaction 
MFull  BNF  Warning  M  Direct  order  entry 

AND  YOU  CAN  TRY  BEFORE  YOU  BUY 

Contact  David  Coleman  or  Mike  Spnnce  MPS  For  a  demonstration  or  trial 
PARK  SYSTEMS  LTD 

183  Great  Howard  Street  f\ c-|  OQQ  OOQQ 
Liverpool  L3  7DL      Tel:  U3  I  -tW  £.£.00 

A  FULL  RANGE  OF  PC  BASED  LABELLING  AVAILABLE 

m 


THE  ONLY  NPA  RECOMMENDED  COMPUTER  LABEL  SYSTEM 


PRODUCTS  &  SERVICES 


ORALABEL  PC 

"The  Ultimate  in  pharmacy  labelling..." 

"Versatile"  "Uncomplicated" 
"IBM  PC  Compatible"  "Quality  Software" 


NOW:  also  available  with  patient  records 


:ibc: 


Computer  Systems  Limited 


Village  Workshops,  Prestwich,  Manchester  M25  8WB. 
ENQUIRIES:  061-773  7909 


Take  the  lead  with 

T^MiiJifllSf 

5  "0318 8 5M0 095  1 1  11 

Electronic  Point-of-Sale 

1st  choice  in  pharmacy 
more  sales-less  stock-higher  profits 
for  full  details  call  Fairscanon  042  128  3077 


STOCK  WANTED 


PERFUMES 

UK'S  LARGEST  DISTRIBUTOR 
WISHES  TO  MAKE  CONTACT  WITH 
IMPORTERS/WHOLESALERS  FOR 
MUTUAL  BUSINESS. 
TEL:  01-381  8814  FAX:  01  381  8906 


FOR 
PRICE  LI 

QUOTES 
GENERAL  ADVICE 
PLEASE  CONTACT 
MERVYN  GREEN  MPS 


EURIMPHARM 

UNIT  A6.  83  COPERS  COPE  ROAD 

BECKENHAM.  KENT  BR3  1  NR 
TEL:  Ol  658  2255.  TELEX:  263832 
  FAX:  Ol  -658  868O 


MARCH  OFFERS 


■  Ifc^l^^  nKHMAin-iiui  .^Mr^mMm 

lfcj— J>£j 

NEW  PRODUCTS: 
AZANTAC  1 50mg  TABLETS 
ADALAT  5mg  CAPSULES 
TIMOPTOL  EYE  DROPS  0.25% 

URIMPHARM  LTD 


SAVE  WITH  CAMPDALE 


CAMPDALE  LTD 

67,  CENTRAL  ROAD, 
HUGGLESCOTE,  COALV  ILLE, 
LEICESTER  LE6  2FJ. 
Subject  to  availability 
NAPROXEN  500mg  100  6.25 

IBUPROFEN600mg  100  2.95 

ATENOLOL  50mg  28  2.99 

DILTIAZEM  60mg  100  12.75 

AZATHIOPRINE  50mg  100  12.40 

QUININE  SULPHATE  300mg  500  1 1 .90 
ISOSORBIDE 

MONONITRATE  20mg  100  4.75 

SAVE  £  £  with  CAMPDALE  LTD 
jftTfe  COALVILLE  (0530) 
V  510520 


SAVE  £££££££££ 


I 
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SHOPFITTINGS 


ASHBOURNE 

RETAIL  DESIGN  •  SHOPFITTING  •  CONTRACTS 
Changing  the  Face  of  Community  Pharmacies 
Continental  Dispensary  Storage  Systems 
0883  7  17233 

ASHBOl  RNE  DISPLAY  SYSTEMS  LTD 
HAMLYN  HOI  SE  ■  BEADLES  LANE 
OLD  OXTED     SLiRRE^  R I  If i  <UL 


MEX 


Specialists  in 
pharmacy  design 
and  construction 


the  shopfitters 


LUXL1NELTD 
8  Commerce  Way,  Leighton  Buzzard 
Bedfordshire 
Telephone:  (0525)  581356 
Fax:(0525)382761 


NPA 
APPROVED 


JAN 


FEB      MARCH   APRIL      MAY      JUNE  JULY 


You  too  can  benefit 

...  with  more  sales  from  better  and 
brighter  displays  and  increased 
customer  flow. 


C  R  A  M  S 

TELEPHONE:  (0602)  420421 

CROYDON  ROAD,  RADFORD,  NOTTINGHAM  N  G  7  3D5    FAX    0602  420704 


aApeils  Systems  Ltd 


Umdasch 

Fama 


Unit  P,  Kingsway  Trading  Estate 
Kingsway,  Luton,  Beds  LU1  1  LP 
Telephone:  Luton  (0582)  4571 1  1 


w 

Approved 


■■  NATIONAL 
NAS  ASSOCIATION 
Ml  SHOPFITTERS 


Shopfitting  styles 
for  modern  selling 

★  Competitive  prices 

★  Attractive  designs          ★  Dispensary  fittings 

★  Unsurpassed  quality       ★  Incredible  space  saving 


ray* 


I 


1.  Creators  of  imaginative  concepts  that  work. 

2.  Specialists  in  both  traditional  &  continental  dispensary 
fittings. 

3.  Competitive  prices  &  attractive  finance  facilities  which 
makes  quality  affordable  to  all.  


BRISTOL 
0761  -41  8341 


EXETER 
0392-437791 


TRADE  MARKS 


The  Trade  Marks  set  out  below  were  assigned  on  1 6 
June  1 986  by  Sandoz  Products  Limited  of  Calverley 
Lane,  Horsforth,  Leeds,  Yorkshire  to  Sandoz  Ltd  of 
Lichstrasse  35,  CH-4002  Basle,  Switzerland. 
WITHOUT  THE  GOODWILL  OF  THE  BUSINESS  IN 
THE  GOODS  FOR  WHICH  THE  MARKS  WERE  THEN 
IN  USE. 


Number 

554379 

612758 
628160 


907797 
929924 


958169 
1029830 

1064918 


1138443 


1209199 

949484 

1050293 


Mark 

CALCIUM  SANDOZ 
S 

SANDOZ 

SAND0LIN 

SAND0CAL 
SAND0-K 

SANDOZ 
SAN0MIGRAN 

D0SAFL0 

TIAMUTIN-SANDOZ 
SAND0GL0BULIN 


S SANDOZ 

MIACALCIC 

SAND1MMUN 


Goods 

Preparations  of  calcium  gluconate  being 
medicines  for  human  use. 
Pharmaceutical  Products. 
Chemical  substances  for  use  in  medicine  and 
pharmacy  and  pharmaceutical  preparations. 
Insecticides,  acaricides,  fungicides,  and 
weedkilling  preparations. 
Pharmaceutical  products. 
Pharmaceutical  products  containing 
potassium,  and  not  including  pharmaceutical 
preparations  for  application  to  the  skin. 
Medical  and  surgical  apparatus  and 
instruments;  and  artifical  limbs. 
Medicinal  preparations  for  prophylactic  use 
in  the  treatment  of  migraine  and  of 
headaches  of  vascular  origin. 
Preparations  for  killing  weeds  and 
destroying  vermin. 
Medicated  foodstuffs,  and  medicinal 
preparations  for  use  as  ingredients  in  animal 
foodstuffs,  all  containing  tiamulin. 
Gammaglobuline  preparations  for  the 
treatmenl  of  antibody  deficiencies  and  of 
bacterial  infections  and  for  the  prophylaxis 
of  viruses. 

Herbicides;  insecticides;  fungicides. 
Medicines  containing  calcium 
Vaccines  for  human  use. 


COMPREHENSIVE  DESIGN.  MANUFACTURE  AND 
INSTALLATION  SERVICE  FOR  THE  RETAIL  PHARMACY 
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Kent  pharmacist  foils 
conwoman 


Two  women  who  posed  as  Age 
Concern  workers  taking 
pensioners  on  holiday  were  foiled 
in  an  attempt  to  obtain  Phensedyl 
for  their  mythical  charges  by 
pharmacist  Rajenda  Badiani. 

Mr  Badiani,  who  runs  Istead 
Rise  Dispensing  Chemists  in 
Northfleet,  Kent  was  suspicious 
about  a  telephone  call  and  rang  the 
local  Age  Concern  office  to  check 
it  out.  "It  seemed  a  bit  strange 
that  somebody  from  Gravesend 
town  centre  should  ring  a 
suburban  pharmacy  at  three 
o'clock  on  a  Saturday  afternoon 


when  my  colleagues  in  the  town 
would  be  open,"  he  told  C&D. 
His  suspicions  were  confirmed  on 
the  Monday  morning  when  Age 
Concern  rang  back  to  say  the 
women  were  not  connected  with 
the  charity. 

The  charity's  Gravesend 
manager  Val  Freeman  told 
Chemist  &  Druggist  that  the  call  to 
Mr  Badiani  was  something  of  a 
coincidence. 

'  'We  are  arranging  a  couple  of 
holidays  for  our  clients,  but  we 
would  never  ever  take  medication 
along  like  that." 


Jim  fixes  it 

Principal  pharmacist  Mrs  Dorothy 
Kirby  took  a  leaf  out  of  Jim's  book 
persuading  him  to  help  "fix  up"  a 
delivery  truck  for  Stoke 
Mandeville  Hospital. 

The  old  ward  hand-truck  had 


seen  the  best  of  its  days  so 
Dorothy  Kirby  wrote  to  Jimmy 
Saville,  asking  if  he  could  assist 
the  Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital 
with  the  purchase  of  a  £7,000 
motorised  ward  delivery  truck.  As 
a  result  the  Jimmy  Saville  Trust 
agreed  to  pay  half  and  the  hospital 
provided  the  balance. 


Jimmy  Saville  hands  over  the  delivery  truck  to  principal  pharmacist 
Dorothy  Kirby  (right)  at  the  Stoke  Madeville  Hospital,  with  administrators 
Jenny  Cooper  and  Susan  Purcell  (left)  giving  a  hand  and  technician  Jill 
Davenhill  lending  support 


Winner  of  the  December  1988Merrell  Dow  prize  for  the  best  student  to 
complete  the  NPA 's  Staff  Training  Course,  is  Miss  Susan  Falconer  of 
RGD  Henderson  Pharmacy,  Fife.  The  award  and  £20  prize  were 
presented  by  Dick  Bissett,  MerrellDow.  Mr  J.  Hughes,  SPF  Executive 
Committee  (left) ,  presented  the  course  certificate  on  behalf  of  the  NPA. 
Mr  R.G.D.  Henderson  is  far  right 


Yvonne  Taylor  receiving  her  prize  of  a  Philips  colour  television  won  in 
Hhe  Kodak'/ U niche m  prize  draw.  Also  pictured  are  Roger  Metcalfe 
(right),  branch  manager  Unichem,  Walthamstow  and  Steve  Jones, 
Kodak 's  chemist  sales  manager 


BOOK  REVIEW 


Pharmacy  Law  and  Ethics 

Dale  &  Appelbe 

The  Pharmaceutical  Press,  1 
Lambeth  High  Street,  London 
SE1  7JN.  8V2in  x  8'/2inPpxxxi  + 
620. £14.50. 

The  fourth  edition  of  Dale  and 
Appelbe's  "Pharmacy  Law  and 
Ethics"  provides  a  complete 
outline  of  the  law  and  matters  of 
professional  conduct  for  all 
branches  of  pharmacy. 

Major  changes  have  been 
made  to  the  chapters  on 
Controlled  Drugs,  professional 
conduct  and  the  Statutory 
Committee.  The  chapters  on 


dangerous  substances  and 
miscellaneous  legislation  have 
been  rewritten  and  rearranged. 

The  recent  reorganisation  of 
the  NHS  and  legislation  related  to 
pharmaceutical  services  is  dealt 
with  in  detail  and  all  new  material 
has  been  rearranged  under  special 
headings. 

The  text  explains  in  readily 
understood  language  the 
implications  and  the  necessary 
steps  to  be  taken,  in  order  to 
comply  with  the  law  affecting 
pharmacy  in  England  and  Wales 
only,  except  where  otherwise 
stated. 
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EATSON  CLARK  GLASS  MAKES  EVERYTHING  BETTER 


PEOPLE 

WILL  ALWAYS 
PREFER  GLASS 


WEB 


Matching  the  needs  of  an  ever 
changing  market  place  is  the  top 
priority  of  the  pharmaceutical 
industry.  The  unique  qualities 
offered  by  glass  packaging 
coupled  with  the  full  support  of 
Beatson  Clark,  Europe's  leading 
supplier  of  glass  containers  to  the 
pharmaceutical  industry,  is  your 
best  guarantee  of  achieving  this 
objective.  With  237  years 
experience  and  an  output  of  over 
500  million  units  per  annum 
plus  continuous  product 
development,  in  particular 
CA  D. /CAM. ,  Beatson 
Clark  will  continue  to 
consolidate  that  partnership. 
Because  pharmaceutical 
products  are  only  at  their  best  in 
Beatson  glass. 

Beatson  Clark  pic, 
The  Glass  Works, 
Greasbrough  Road,  Rotherham, 
South  Yorkshire,  S60 1TZ. 
Telephone:  Rotherham  (0709) 
828141.  Telex:  54329  Beatsn  G. 
Fax:  (0709)  828476 


1r 

BEATSON 
CLARK 


Following  extensive  consumer 
research  we've  identified  an  otherwise  un- 
tapped area  of  the  beauty  care  market  and 
developed  a  product  that  is  not  only 
brand  new  but,  like  our  other  Cod  Liver  Oil 
products,  destined  to  become  brand  leader. 

Aimed  specifically  at  bringing  new, 
younger  users  into  the  market,  it's  called 
Seven  Seas  ONE-A-DAY  and  it's  a  special 
blend  of  Cod  Liver 
Oil  with  added 
vitamins  A,  D  and  E. 
As  the 

suggests,  each  capsule  j» 
contains  just  the 


right  amount  of 


these  essential  vitamins  to  help  keep  skin 
smooth,  hair  soft  and  nails  strong. 
New  ONE-A-DAY  is  available 
in  tubs  of  30's  and  60's. 

Naturally  we'll  be  supporting 
tile  brand  with  a  national  consumer  press 
campaign  in  women's  magazines  and, 
always,  we'll  be  providing  you  with  first 
|  POS  and  PR  support. 

Needless  to  say  we're 
ecting  new  One-A-Day  to  turn  in  some 
try  impressive  profit  figures  for  you. 
<r  more  details  contact  Terry  Simpson 
at  the  address  below. 

Seven 
Seas 

ONE-A-DAY 

Seven  Seas  Health  Care  Ltd, 
Hedon  Road,  Marfieet,  HULL  HU9  5NJ. 


